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From the Principal –  

Meet the Teacher Chats: So Valuable! 
This week, most parents and teachers met to share information 

about students during the ‘Meet the Teacher Chats’. These 

chats are very valuable as you will agree; no-one knows your 

son or daughter better than you! These chats provided a great opportunity for parents 

to inform teachers about their child’s strengths, passions, social interests and any 

other particular issues that would help the teacher cater for the wellbeing and 

learning of the child. 

This reflects Cana’s belief that parents are the first educators in their child’s life. We 

encourage an ongoing connection between home and school to ensure everyone is on 

board in supporting the learning of each child. 

Full Day for Preps: Our prep students are becoming more resilient in managing a ‘full 

day’ of learning and playing. Thankyou to all the parents for your positive start in the 

mornings when you have allowed your child(ren) to go into class to begin their day of 

learning with your warm encouragement, telling them ‘you’ll have a great day at 

school’. 

 

May the weekend hopefully bring a little warmth back to our days. 

God bless each family. 

Mrs Carmen Blatti 

Principal 

 

 

http://www.canahillside.catholic.edu.au/


 

TERM 1 – February 2020 
Monday 24th  Dental van arrives at Cana for the week (for all students) 

Cyber safety parent session at Sacred Heart Church 7.00 pm  
– One parent from each grade 5 family must attend one of the sessions. 

Tuesday 25th  Buddy Bear presentation at Cana for Grade Prep and Grade 6 only.  Parents are 
welcome 9.00 am 
Cyber safety parent session at Emmaus Church 7.00 pm  
– One parent from each grade 5 family must attend one of the sessions. 
Parent helpers Meeting 2.15 pm in the Library (see details below) 

Wednesday 26th Ash Wednesday mass 2.00 pm at Cana 
 

Friday 28th  Altar training 12.00 pm – 1.00 pm at Emmaus Church 

Saturday 29th  Prep families Working Bee (note to follow) 

March 2020 
Monday 2nd  Little Learners begins, 9:00 am to 10:00 am in the Library 

Tuesday 3rd  Prep parents only: Information night 7.00 pm start at Cana school hall 

Wednesday 4th School tour of Cana for 2021 enrolments, 10:00 am to 10:30 am 
If you would like to register, you MUST phone 8390 9200 ahead of the tour. 

Thursday 5th  School tour of Cana for 2021 enrolments, 2:15 pm to 2:45 pm 
If you would like to register, you MUST phone 8390 9200 ahead of the tour. 

Monday 9th  Labour Day Public Holiday 

Tuesday 10th  Sacrament 2 Confirmation Cana 5 pm & 7 pm 
All school masses start this week 
Pizza Lunch Day (Order forms have been distributed) 

Wednesday 11th  Grade 6 students leave for camp 
Maintenance committee meeting 7.30 pm start at the staff room 

Friday 13th  Grade 6 students arrive from camp 

Saturday 14th and Sunday 
15th  

Enrolments at Masses for 2021 

Monday 16th  Casual dress day ($2 donation) 
Book Fair at Cana begins for the week today at 3.15 pm 

Tuesday 17th  St Patrick’s Day 

Wednesday 18th  Fundraising committee meeting 7.30 pm start at the staff room 

Staturday 21st Enrolments for 2021 at Mass 
Grade Six working bee 

Sunday 22nd  Enrolments for 2021 at Mass 

Monday 23rd  Book Fair at Cana finishes today at 9.00 am 

What’s on at Cana 



 
 

 
 

 

Notice for Parents and Families Attending Mass 

Parents and other family members of those students who are leading the Mass are 

invited back into the classroom after Mass for half an hour. 

Tuesday 24th  Cana Feast Day 
Stand Up Day 
Special lunch order (note to follow) 

Friday 27th END OF TERM 1 – 1pm Finish 

TERM 2- April 2020 
Tuesday 14th  TERM 2 STARTS – 8:45am Start 

 

Maintenance Meeting and Working Bee Schedule 
Maintenance Committee Meetings 

7.30 PM start – At the Cana Staff Room 
Grades rostered to help with the working bees 

Saturdays 9.00 AM – 11.00 AM – Will finish with a cuppa 

Term 1 
February 13th 29/02/2020 Prep 

March 11th 21/03/2020 Grade 6 

Term 2 
May 6th 16/05/2020 Grade 5 

June 10th 20/06/2020 Grade 4 

Term 3 
July 15th 25/07/2020 Grade 3 

August 26th 05/09/2020 Grade 2 

Term 4 
October 28th 07/11/2020 Grade 1 

TBA 12/12/2020 Everyone 

Term 1 School Masses 

Week Date Leading Grade 

5 Wednesday 26th Feb 5C 

6 Tuesday 3rd March No Masses this week 

7 Tuesday 10th March 1C 

8 Tuesday 17th March 2J 

9 Tuesday 24th March 4C 



Visiting Classrooms – Building Rapport 

Parents and family members are also very welcome to briefly visit classrooms on 

Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays 8.30 am – 8.42 am (as Mondays are when we 

have whole school assemblies and on Tuesdays we celebrate Mass). Your classroom 

visits are a great way to develop a positive rapport with the classroom teacher and they 

allow your child to share some special work and the displays in their classroom. 

However, it is very important that all family members clear classrooms once the music 

begins as this is the students’ time to gather and sit, ready for learning to begin at 8:45 

when the bell rings.  

We understand that this is a great opportunity to catch up with other parents, but we 

kindly ask for you to have your catchup in the playground area, leaving the students to 

begin their day in a calm and peaceful classroom. 

OSH Club: Before 

and After School 

Care Program 

Parents and gardians are 

encouraged to enrol their 

child/ren into the OSHclub 

program.  This is to 

ensure that in the event of 

an unforseen delay in 

afterschool pickup, your 

child/ren can be placed in 

a supervised, controlled 

area.  Contact details for 

the head office are on the 

back page of this 

newsletter.   

  



A Message from our R.E.L/Student Wellbeing Leader 

 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

 

As promised, over the next few weeks, I will be sharing some strategies we use at Cana to 

strengthen the social and emotional wellbeing of our students.  These strategies are always 

catered to the developmental age of the students.  They are exploring each year and are 

progressively altered to suit the age of the students.  These are skills that we at Cana highly 

value and see as imperative for life’s journey.  Enjoy reading and remember these strategies 

can be transferred to home.  If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me 

on 8390 9200 or alternatively via email on mcassar@canahillside.catholic.edu.au  

 

At Cana we use the ‘Naming It’ strategy as part of our Restorative Practice.  ‘Naming It’ is 

empowering the students to stick up for themselves in a smart way.  It also allows for 

forgiveness to occur through the three parts of sorry.  The teachers encourage the students to 

use the ‘Naming It’ strategy when they are experiencing glitches and small problems.  

Attached to this week’s newsletter is ‘Naming It’- A guide For Parents.  It outlines the Do’s and 

Don’ts of Naming it.  Happy reading.  

 

Sincerely, 

  

Mrs Michelle Cassar 

R.E.L/Student Wellbeing Leader. 

 

Games Donations 

In the past, some Cana families have generously donated Lego and other toys for our 

students to play with. We wish to express our gratitude for these donations, as they are a 

source of great enjoyment for our students. If you have any children who might have 

collected Lego at a younger age but have since outgrown it, we would appreciate any 

donations, large and small. Any donations are welcome to come in bags, boxes or tubs, 

and we can place them into containers from there. 

If you have any other games that are still in good condition, such as board games, we 

would also be thankful for any thoughtful donations of those to the school as well. If you 

have any donations, or questions about donations, please contact the front office at Cana.  

mailto:mcassar@canahillside.catholic.edu.au


 

 

Meeting for Parent Helpers this Tuesday  

In last week’s newsletter, we put out a call for anyone wishing to become a parent helper to 

sign up for our ministry. We appreciate all the help that Cana families are able to offer and 

have arranged a meeting to discuss: 

 

 What parent helpers do, and  

 How you can assist throughout the school year 

 

You will also learn about and have a chance to sign the code of conduct, and we can 

photocopy your Working with Children Check if it is not already in our school files. 

 

The meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 25th February at 2.15 pm in the school library. All are 

welcome to attend and I look forward to meeting with you all. 

 

Mrs Lina Vermeulen 

Deputy Principal 

 

 
  



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cana’s Little Learners group is beginning again, and parents are welcome to bring their pre-school 

aged children (0-5 years old) along. 

 

We aim to provide a time and space for a group of Little Learners to come together to engage in 

play based learning and to engage in discussions.  Activities include ball games, songs, dancing, 

reading, playing on an adventure playground, and running around the oval. 

 

The intention is to create a setting that encourages Little Learners to play, relate and share with 

each other, and to allow parents to catch up. 

 

Our first Little Learners gathering will be on: 

Monday 2nd March 

9:00 am – 10:00 am 

At the School Library 

 

Future gatherings will take place on the same day and time each week and you are welcome to 

attend as many as you can. We always love to see more children, parents and grandparents. 

 

Please bring anything you think your child(ren) will need. 

 



Messages From Our School Leaders 

School Captains 

Olivia Pacullo: Hi everyone, my name is Olivia and I am a 2020 

Cana school leader.  I am joined by Ava, Alessia and Chloe, 

our other school leaders.  We are honourded to have been 

given the opportunity for leadership.  Our goals are to work 

with Mrs Blatti, Mrs O’Shea, the teachers, the parents and our 

fellow students to make learning and playing enjoyable for all 

and enrich our school community.  As shool leaders we hope 

to make Cana a happy and safe environment for everyone.  

Ava Vella: Hi, my name is Ava and I am a 2020 Cana school leader.  As Olivia said we are 

discussing future improvements.  We will be including some new things.  We will be 

thinking of some enjoyable events for Cana.  It is important that we listen to all the 

students at Cana.  We will ensure that we communicate with you regularly.  As school 

leaders we are always going to be open to listen to your ideas and suggestions.  

Chloe Burke: Hi, my name is Chloe and I am one of the 2020 Cana school leaders.  At 

Cana we have 7 Cana Characteristics.  They are being Collaborative, Curious, Reflective, 

Resilient, Risk-Taker, Persistent and Self-Motivated.  Each has their own meaning and 

each helps us to become effective and great learners.  You can use these Characteristics 

at home, school and in our community.  Each and every Characteristic will help you 

through challenges.  At Cana, these characteristics are important to remember and follow 

because they help us to be the best versions of ourselves.  At school we shall work 

together to make this school a better place for everyone!  This fortnight we are focusing on 

being curious.  This means it is important to ask questions and understand what is 

happening.  When you understand things it is easier to complete work and tasks.  So be 

curious!  For example, you can ask… Can you please explain this for me… I am having 

trouble can you please show me how this works? 

 



Alessia Cuccinotto: Hi my name is Alessia and I am another 2020 Cana school leader.  

Today we have discussed our goals for 2020 with you.  We are proud to be your school 

leaders and we believe we are a team, we will work together and we will listen to each 

other. 

Thank you for listening.  We hope we can enrich our school community together.  Happy 

learning everyone! 

Mary Mckillop Leaders 

Our names are Rebecca Trinchetella, Natalia Aguis and 

Veronica Guida we are Mary MacKillop leaders for 2020.  We 

wish to thank the school for the opportunity to lead the Mary 

MacKillop group.  As the leaders of the Mary MacKillop group 

we will be more like Mary and follow her footsteps. We will continue to be role models to 

the younger children by making better choices with our actions and words. We are always 

ready to help around the school when required. We aim to follow the example given to us 

by Mary MacKillop: ‘never see a need without doing something about it’. 

Sports Captains 

This week the Sports House Colour Captains were 

chosen for 2020. Being a Sports House Captain provides 

the privilege of completing many roles and responsibilities 

involving sport for Cana. The Sports House Captains will 

be responsible for the setting up of sports and interschool 

sports, the organising of sports house colour days and providing assistance with the 

Sports Carnival. The following students were chosen to represent their houses in 2020:  

Mary MacKillop: Noah Brink and Sophie Trong 

St. Patrick: Amelia Komadina and Hamish McGregor 

St. Joseph: Isaac Kheir and Montana Guzzardi 

Father O’Rielly: Kara Italiano and Kyrone Friggeri 



  



 

 



 

  



 



 



  





 

  

Cana is taking action to ensure 

the wellbeing of our students 

by encouraging good hygiene 

practices, and have provided 

each classroom with individual 

hand sanitisers.  

 

We also ask that you please 

encourage your child(ren) to 

observe good hygiene 

practices at all times. 



 

 

 

 

 

School Hours 

 

Music starts at 8:42am 

& Tuesdays at 8:27am 

 

Monday 8:45am – 3:15pm 

Tuesday 8:30am – 3:00pm 

Wednesday 8:45am – 3:15pm 

Thursday 8:45am – 3:15pm 

Friday 8:45am – 3:15pm 

 

 

Mass Times 

 

Saturday 

Sacred Heart 5:00pm 

Emmaus 6:30pm 

Sunday 

Sacred Heart 8:00am, 

10:15am, 

11:30am 

Emmaus 9:00am 

Parish Office / 

Presbytery 

Secretary 

Margaret 

T: 9366 2146 

F: 9366 9876 

 

Cana is committed to the Safety and Wellbeing of our students 

 

Second Hand Uniform 

 

Purchases and or handing in items to 

be sold or donated can only be done 

on Mondays from 2:30pm to 3:15pm 

in the school hall.  

 

 

 

 

 

School Website 

 

To watch videos from the website, the 

password you will need is: 

PASSWORD: CanaVids 

 

 

 

 

 

Mobile Phone App 

 

We advise all families to download 

this App as this is our form of 

communication. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OshClub is our Before & 

After School Care Program. 

Children need to be 

registered before they 

attend.  

We advise all families to 

register their child/ren 

(registration is free). 

 

OSH Program Numbers: 

Mobile: 0478 022 320 

Head Office: 8564 9000 

 

 

Bank Account 

 

For EFT payments, please 

ensure you reference your 

SURNAME and your  

6 – digit family ID 

 

BSB: 083 347 

Account: 563 101 059 

 


