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From the Principal – Building Connections
1. Better Buddies

Mrs Carmen Blatti

At Cana we have a ‘Better Buddies’ program. This week the Grade
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Prep students enjoyed a variety of activities with their Grade 6
buddies. The program teaches Prep students the values of caring for
others, friendliness, respect, valuing difference, including others and responsibility. The Grade
6 students will work with their Prep buddy and help them engage in positive experiences, as
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well as build students’ self esteem, connectedness, social skills, trust and sense of belonging.
The program was initiated through the Alanah and Madeline foundation. The core purpose of
the ‘Better Buddies’ program is to help address bully behaviour by teaching children to create
strong, meaningful relationships with one another. Better Buddies works by pairing students
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in their first year of primary school with an older buddy, to help the younger student feel safe,
valued and connected to their school community.

2. House Colour Activities
Administrator
Mrs Blazenka Coric

Today the four house colours (Saint Patrick – green, Saint Joseph – red, Father O’Rielly –
yellow, and Saint Mary MacKillop – Blue) met in their house teams and enjoyed rotational
activities. This occurs mid-term and generally on a Friday. The purpose of the afternoon is for
our students to come together to engage and connect with other students in their colour
team, and to be the best version of themselves demonstrating our seven Cana Characteristics.
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These are two of the ways Cana encourages students to ‘build connections’ with their peers.
Research has shown that positive relationships between peers are of central importance to

Hillside, Victoria 3037
www.canahillside.catholic.edu.au

children, providing a source of personal validation and helping children experience high levels
of emotional wellbeing and belonging.

T: 8390 9200

Everyone wants to feel they belong to their community – it’s a natural emotion.

F:8390 9241

Enjoy a restful and peaceful weekend. God bless each family.
Mrs Carmen Blatti
Principal

Better Buddies Launch
Wow what a big week for the Grade Prep and Grade Six students!
On Monday 17th February 2020, the Grade Prep and Grade Six students met their buddies for 2020. The Grade Six
students helped the Grade Prep students create their buddy hat whilst having a chat to get to know one another.
Following this the students had a shared lunch.
On Tuesday 25th February 2020, the Grade Prep and Grade Six students along with their teachers and families launched
the Better Buddies Program for 2020. Cana Catholic Primary School is a proud participant of the Alannah and Madeline
Foundation Better Buddies program.
For more information visit https://www.amf.org.au/what-we-do/better-buddies/ .
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What’s on at Cana
TERM 1 – February 2020
29th

Saturday

Prep families Working Bee 9.00 am to 11.00 am

March 2020
Monday

2nd

Tuesday 3rd
Wednesday 4th

Little Learners begins, 9.00 am to 10.00 am in the Library
SRC Applications are due today
Prep parents only: Information night 7.00 pm start at Cana school hall

Friday 6th

School tour of Cana for 2021 enrolments, 10.00 am to 10.30 am
If you would like to register, you MUST phone 8390 9200 ahead of the tour.
School tour of Cana for 2021 enrolments, 2.15 pm to 2.45 pm
If you would like to register, you MUST phone 8390 9200 ahead of the tour.
2021 Sibling enrolment slips are due today

Monday 9th

Labour Day Public Holiday

Tuesday 10th

Sacrament 2 Confirmation Cana 5 pm & 7 pm
All school masses start this week
Pizza Lunch Day order forms due
Grade 6 students leave for camp
Maintenance committee meeting 7.30 pm start at the staff room
Grade 6 students arrive from camp

Thursday 5th

Wednesday 11th
Friday 13th
Saturday 14th and Sunday
15th
Monday 16th

Enrolments for 2021 at Mass

Tuesday 17th

Casual dress day ($2 donation)
Book Fair at Cana begins for the week today at 3.15 pm
St Patrick’s Day

Wednesday 18th

Fundraising committee meeting 7.30 pm start at the staff room

Staturday 21st
Sunday 22nd

Enrolments for 2021 at Mass
Grade Six working bee 9.00 am to 11.00 am
Enrolments for 2021 at Mass

Monday 23rd

Book Fair at Cana finishes today at 9.00 am

Tuesday 24th

Cana Feast Day
Stand Up Day
Pizza Lunch Day
END OF TERM 1 – 1pm Finish

Friday 27th

TERM 2- April 2020
Tuesday

14th

START OF TERM 2 – 8.45am Start

Maintenance Meeting and Working Bee Schedule
Maintenance Committee Meetings
7.30 PM start – At the Cana Staff Room

Grades rostered to help with the working bees
Saturdays 9.00 AM – 11.00 AM – Will finish with a cuppa

February 13th

29/02/2020

Prep

March 11th

21/03/2020

Grade 6

May 6th

16/05/2020

Grade 5

June 10th

20/06/2020

Grade 4

July 15th

25/07/2020

Grade 3

August 26th

05/09/2020

Grade 2

October 28th

07/11/2020

Grade 1

TBA

12/12/2020

Everyone

Term 1

Term 2

Term 3

Term 4

Term 1 School Masses
Week

Date

Leading Grade

5

Wednesday 26th Feb

5C

6

Tuesday 3rd March

No Masses this week

7

Tuesday 10th March

1C

8

Tuesday 17th March

2J

9

Tuesday 24th March

4C

2020 Schedule of Important Weekend Masses
2020 Masses of Blessing
Grade 4s
Eucharist
14th and 15th of March

Grade 3s
Reconciliation
17th and 18th of March
2nd and 3rd of May
6th and 7th of June
1st and 2nd of August
5th and 6th of September

Grade 6s
Confirmation
21st and 22nd of March
18th and 19th of April

9th and 10th of May
13th and 14th of June

Presentation Masses will follow each sacrament, where children will be presented to the
community at Masses over the weekend. This is another way we further support our children
into the life of the Church.

Presentation Mass Weekends
Grade 6s

Confirmation

16th and 17th of May

Grade 4s

Eucharist

18th and 19th of July

Grade 3s

Reconciliation

21st and 22nd of November

A Message from our R.E.L/Student Wellbeing Leader
Dear Parents/Guardians,
Students have been learning about their role if someone ‘Names It’ to them (see handout). It is
very important that we listen to others, particularly if they are telling us something about our
behavior. This week’s newsletter highlights the ‘dos’ and ‘do nots’ of a person in this particular
role.
Happy reading,
Mrs Michelle Cassar
R.E.L/Student Wellbeing Leader.

Bathrooms on School Grounds
Dear Parents,
Please note that toilets on school grounds are ONLY for student use. Any adult needing to use the
toilets MUST use the disabled toilets located near the library. This forms part of our child safety
regulations. If anyone notices an adult entering or exiting the children’s toilets, it MUST be
reported to the office immediately. Student safety is EVERYONE’S responsibility!
Regards,
Mrs Michelle Cassar
R.E.L/Student Wellbeing Leader.

Extra-Curricular Activities
Cana and associated companies ‘Sound Garage’ and ‘Code Camp’ are seeking expressions of
interest in the attached learning experiences. We are currently planning for Sound Garage
activities to take place on Fridays, and Code Camp activities on Wednesdays after school. There
will be more information to follow once we have the notes returned. Both activities take place on
school grounds. Please think about it and discuss with your child(ren).
F.Y.I: Sound Garage will offer Prep students ‘Singing and Performance’ lessons in Term 3. The
reason for this is so Prep students are more prepared for an extra activity, and have had time to
transition and adjust to school routines over Terms 1 and 2. More information for Prep students
will follow next term.
Please contact the school if you have any questions.

Student Representative Council (SRC) Applications
Dear Parents and Guardians,
We recently provided a notice to students about applying to become a member of the Student
Represesentative Council (SRC). Each year, our council members will be selected from each grade,
from Prep to Grade 6. We encourage you to discuss this with your child(ren) if they are interested
in joining the SRC. The SRC provides an excellent opportunity for early leadership experience and
we at Cana are proud of the enthusiasm demonstrated by each student who chooses to apply.
Applications are due on Monday the 2 nd of March.

Notice on Changing Contact Details
We would like to remind parents and guardians that if any of your contact details change, the
easiest way for us to record this change is if you notify us via the Cana school app. This includes
changes to your address, as well as any contact phone numbers you might have. Simply fill out
the change of contact details form which can be found within the app and we will be notified of
any new details that we would need to record.

CANA SIBLING ENROLMENTS 2021
Dear Parents,
We are currently preparing for 2021 enrolments for our Prep grades. We understand
there are several siblings who will be seeking enrolment for Grade Prep next year. To
help with our arrangements could parents please complete and return the slip below.

ONLY COMPLETE IF YOU HAVE A PREP ENROLMENT FOR 2021
Parents still need to attend Mass and collect the
expression of interest form.
Enrolment Mass weekends will be at all Parish Masses on
Sat 14th / Sun 15th March and Sat 21st / Sun 22nd March

THIS SLIP NEEDS TO BE RETURNED NO LATER THAN
FRIDAY 6TH MARCH.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

SIBLING ENROLMENTS 2021
Family Name (Print) _______________________________________________________________
Eldest Child (Print) _________________________________________________ Grade _________
Name of child in Prep 2021 (Print only) ________________________________________________
Did you attend any of the enrolment information sessions held in February 2020?
Yes

No
THIS SLIP NEEDS TO BE RETURNED NO LATER THAN FRIDAY 6TH MARCH

CANA EASTER RAFFLE
Next week every family will receive a booklet of raffle tickets to sell for this year’s Easter
raffle. We are asking that each family donate an Easter item (easter eggs, toys etc.) for this
great fundraising effort. Children will be able to bring donations to their classroom teacher or
leave them in the donation box located in the office foyer. Please ensure that all ticket butts
include a name & contact number.

50 cents per ticket / $5 full booklet
Thank you from all the Cana Fundraising Committee

Drawn Wednesday 25th April

Cana’s Little Learners group is beginning again, and parents are welcome to bring their pre-school
aged children (from birth to 5 years old) along.

We aim to provide a time and a safe space for Little Learners to come together with their family
and experience play-based learning. The intention is to create a setting that engages families in
their children’s learning from birth to school age.

Strong learning for children happens in everyday experiences that occur frequently like singing,
talking, exploring and delighting in each other’s company. Children’s learning is enhanced when
they have positive experiences in the company of the people they most value – their family.

Our first Little Learners gathering for 2020 will be on:
Monday 2nd March
9:00 am – 10:00 am
At the School Library

Future gatherings will take place on the same day and time each week and you are welcome to
attend as many as you can. We always love to see more children, parents and grandparents.

Please bring anything you think your child(ren) will need.

Cana is taking action to ensure
the wellbeing of our students
by encouraging good hygiene
practices, and have provided
each classroom with individual
hand sanitisers.

We also ask that you please
encourage your child(ren) to
observe good hygiene
practices at all times.

OSH Club: Before and After School Care Program
Parents and gardians are encouraged to enrol their child/ren into the OSHclub program. This is to
ensure that in the event of an unforseen delay in afterschool pickup, your child(ren) can be
placed in a supervised, controlled area. Contact details for the head office are on the back page
of this newsletter.

ATTENTION PARENTS: At days end, it is important that parents do not park in the driveway while
waiting for the automated gates to open. Doing so prevents the OSH Club employees from
entering the school and beginning their work.

Cana is committed to the Safety and Wellbeing of our students

Second Hand Uniform
School Hours
Music starts at 8:42am
& Tuesdays at 8:27am

Monday

8:45am – 3:15pm

Tuesday

8:30am – 3:00pm

Wednesday

8:45am – 3:15pm

Thursday

8:45am – 3:15pm

Friday

8:45am – 3:15pm

Mass Times

Purchases and or handing in items to
be sold or donated can only be done
on Mondays from 2:30pm to 3:15pm
in the school hall.

We advise all families to
register
their
child/ren
(registration is free).

School Website
OSH Program Numbers:
To watch videos from the website, the
password you will need is:

5:00pm

Emmaus

6:30pm

8:00am,

For EFT payments, please
ensure you reference your
SURNAME and your

Mobile Phone App

10:15am,
11:30am
Emmaus

9:00am

Parish Office /

T: 9366 2146

Presbytery
Secretary
Margaret

F: 9366 9876

Head Office: 8564 9000

Bank Account

Sunday
Sacred Heart

Mobile: 0478 022 320

PASSWORD: CanaVids

Saturday
Sacred Heart

OshClub is our Before &
After School Care Program.
Children
need
to
be
registered
before
they
attend.

We advise all families to download
this App as this is our form of
communication.

6 – digit family ID

BSB: 083 347
Account: 563 101 059

