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From the Principal 

Dear Cana families, 

The beginning to term three has been a challenging 

one so far and we would like to express our gratitude 

and appreciation for families who are working with  

their children at home, as well as to the hard work undertaken by all the 

essential workers in our Cana community. 

 

This week’s newsletter includes a notice on how learning from home is 

working, and how we are all staying safe and connected with each other 

through technology. There are also some thoughts and photos from staff, 

students working from home and parents.  

 

God bless each family, and stay safe while enjoying some quality time 

with your close family members. 

 

Sincerely, 

Mrs Carmen Blatti  

Principal 

 

 

NOTE: Some children have filled the exercise books they collected from school. At this 

stage, we kindly ask for you to purchase an exercise book for your children to work in if 

needed. A template of dotted thirds will also be placed with other grade level resources 

next week. 

http://www.canahillside.catholic.edu.au/


 

Learning from home is working 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

We are only entering week three of this term, and I absolutely understand the challenges this term has 

presented for all of us. But I urge you to turn it into an opportunity for valuable time spent as a family doing a 

whole range of fun activities, such as playing games, cooking together, colouring in, doing puzzles, challenges 

and charades, and laughing together. This is a great time to form memories that your children will cherish. 

Please take the time to look at the photos and comments from the perspectives of students, parents and 

teachers. They are fantastic! 

There are many parents who are concerned that their child might fall behind or disengage with the school, 

which is only open for supervision of vulnerable students in term two. Professor John Hattie, a leading educator 

and chariman of the Australian Institute for Teaching and School Leadership (AITSL), has good news for parents. 

He was also the advisor for the New Zealand Qualifications Authority that oversaw school examinations after 

the devastating Christchurch earthquakes of 2011. 

Schools both primary and secondary there were closed for weeks and most students did not have the 

opportunity for online learning or discussion with teachers. But results did not suffer and high school students 

did not drop out. “The students’ performance actually went up in the final exams”, Professor Hattie said. The 

difference was that teachers focused on prioritising what has to be learned instead of going through a lot of 

curriculum. 

So please remain positive. We at Cana are doing everything possible for your child/ren to engage with their 

learning and with their classmates via online learning so that they can do their very best despite the challenges. 

We will continue to work together and strengthen this new learning experience. Make the time together 

count… May your time with your children be a blessing and create in them a memory of how much their parents 

/ guardians loved them and taught them the values of commitment, resilience and especially patience. 

Go well and stay warm. God bless you all. 

Sincerely, 

Carmen Blatti 
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Perspectives on Learning at Home 

Mr Aiden Cassar, Grade 4C Teacher 

“Wow what interesting times we find ourselves in. Like so many of you, when I heard the news 

that Term 2 would be going down the remote learning path, I raced into action in setting up a 

learning space at home. At the time thinking, 'how good is this' working from home everyday, 

is a dream come true. Surely enough at the beginning it was... no traffic to contend with in the 

morning... extra sleep ins... not having to prepare my lunch first thing in the morning. Quickly 

however, the novelty begins to wear off. 

- No face to face social interaction 

- The eerie silence and sound of fingers hitting a keyboard all day 

- Headaches from staring at a screen for 6+ hours 

- A never-ending email inbox 

Just to name a few things. 

“Sure there are some perks to remote learning, however being thrown into a situation like this 

has also given me as a teacher a greater appreciation for the things we take for granted. Being 

able to hear the buzz and laughter of a classroom full of students, being able to catch up with 

my co-workers each day on how their week is travelling and finally being able to leave the 

house without it having to be an absolute 'essential' reason. There is a silver lining in every 

situation though and for me the silver lining is we are all going to appreciate being in a school 

environment- back to the norm each day. Until then, we make the most of the situation and 

continue to be safe, look out for our loved ones and at the same time deliver an education to 

the best of our abilities”.  

 

Benjamin Vona, Grade 4C Student 

“During the first week of remote learning, I found it a bit tricky because it was new to me and I 

felt a bit bored because I could not leave the house. Now I am getting used to working from 

home and getting into a routine, I am finding it easier. 

“What I am enjoying about staying home is learning in my pyjamas and eating all day but one 

thing I am finding challenging is not seeing my friends or playing with them. What I am looking 

forward to is going back to school so I can give my friends and Mr Cassar a big high five (with 

sanitised hands of course!)”. 

 

  



Sierra Gatt, Grade 4C Student 

“I am really enjoying the remote learning experience. I feel really supported and connected. 

This experience has provided me the opportunity to further develop my problem solving skills 

and to work and learn independently. I enjoy connecting with my classmates through google 

classroom, it makes me feel happy and like I am actually at school”. 

 

 

Susanne Alfonzetti, Parent 

“To the team at Cana primary school, I would love to express and acknowledge the hard work 

you have all put into making home schooling very easy for me as a parent at home. Although 

my child Julia Alfonzetti is missing her friends and the interaction of a normal dady at school, 

Google class this week has eased her emotional feelings. 

“I would also like to thank Miss Canturi of grade 5 for her hard work and dedication to the 

children. It’s made my day at home a lot easier knowing she can see her teacher and interact 

with her. 

“I’m sure there is a lot more that I can say but I would also like to express my gratitude to the 

principal and staff of Cana and congratulate you on your hard work for all the students at Cana 

primary school. 

Regards, Alfonzeti family. 

God bless and thank you”. 

 

Sue Rizzo, Parent 

“Homeschooling. Where do we begin? Personally, I don’t think that anyone could have 

prepared anyone, parents, educators and children alike, for the challenges that homeschooling 

would present.  Each household is unique (and this is definitely not about comparing one 

another), but I would just like to set the scene before I reflect on our experience so far.  For us, 

each day requires my husband and I to both work full time in our family businesses while 

homeschooling three children Adam, aged 12 (Year 7), Joel aged 10 (Grade 4) and Penny aged 

6 (Grade Prep). The children spend the day with me at our smoothie bar while Dan is out on 

site working. Each day is different! Three weeks in and I can honestly say that not one day has 

been the same as the next. We have all learnt to roll with the punches. We have had successes 

and disasters, laughter and tears, frustrations and celebrations and, in some instances this can 

all happen in one day!  

“I am sure that we are not alone when we say that we are learning to navigate our way 

through internet challenges, Google Classroom, Google Meets, individual work requirements 



and countless emails. We are supporting the children based on their different levels of ability 

(given their diverse age range). Some tasks are simple to complete and we feel invincible while 

others leave us feeling overwhelmed initially as we try to understand what we need to do.  

Some families have experienced great success with their daily routine and learning structures 

and strategies, and that is a fantastic achievement of which they should be proud. But, for us, 

a major lesson we have all learnt is to BREATHE!!  Life is not as it used to be so we adjust our 

behaviours, conversations and structure accordingly on the day.  Our children’s daily routine is 

not as it used to be. They miss their friends, teachers, afterschool activities and the outside 

stimulation that extra-curricular activities and extended family can bring. Let’s remember how 

powerful a pause, cuddle and smile can be. 

“Homeschooling brings with it so many more variables than face to face teaching – and that’s 

all ok. It’s now life as we know it, for now. On some days we can complete our work during the 

day and during school hours, while on other occasions we wait until we are home and can 

tackle the tasks before or after dinner. Each day is different and we just remind ourselves that 

we are all doing the best that we can.   

“Credit goes to the amazing work being done each and every day by the staff at Cana Catholic. 

Thank you to our teachers, support staff and administration team for continuing to develop 

new resources, equip themselves with new skills and answer the hundred and one questions 

they must be bombarded with on a daily basis! After all, this is not something they could have 

foreseen coming so they too must be rolling with the punches and for that we THANK YOU!  

Special credit also goes to the reassuring and comforting words shared by parents and friends 

who are now also fellow educators. Let’s continue to reach out, support and remember that 

we are all in this together. 

“At first my children loved the idea of being home schooled!! Holidays!! Or so they thought.  

Now, I know that they look forward to the day that they can return to their normal routine to 

see their friends and teachers in the school they love. As parents, we look forward to that too.  

Joel loves that he is spending more time with us as a family, but hates the fact that he does 

not get to see his teachers, friends and classmates. 

Penny loves Mathletics online but hates not being able to go to school to see Mrs Oshea and 

her Prep O friends. 

 

 

 



 



 

 

  



  



  



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

School Hours 

 

Music starts at 8:42am 

& Tuesdays at 8:27am 

 

Monday 8:45am – 3:15pm 

Tuesday 8:30am – 3:00pm 

Wednesday 8:45am – 3:15pm 

Thursday 8:45am – 3:15pm 

Friday 8:45am – 3:15pm 

 

 

Mass Times 

 

Saturday 

Sacred Heart 5:00pm 

Emmaus 6:30pm 

Sunday 

Sacred Heart 8:00am, 

10:15am, 

11:30am 

Emmaus 9:00am 

Parish Office / 

Presbytery 

Secretary 

Margaret 

T: 9366 2146 

F: 9366 9876 

 

Cana is committed to the Safety and Wellbeing of our students 

 

Second Hand Uniform 

 

Purchases and or handing in items to 

be sold or donated can only be done 

on Mondays from 2:30pm to 3:15pm 

in the school hall.  

 

 

 

 

 

School Website 

 

To watch videos from the website, the 

password you will need is: 

PASSWORD: CanaVids 

 

 

 

 

 

Mobile Phone App 

 

We advise all families to download 

this App as this is our form of 

communication. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OshClub is our Before & 

After School Care Program. 

Children need to be 

registered before they 

attend.  

We advise all families to 

register their child/ren 

(registration is free). 

 

OSH Program Numbers: 

Mobile: 0478 022 320 

Head Office: 1300 395 735 

 

 

Cana Bank Account 
 

For EFT payments, please 

ensure you reference your 

SURNAME and your  

6 – digit family ID 

 

BSB: 083 347 

Account: 563 101 059 

 


