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Peace: It does not mean to be in a place
where there is no noise, trouble or hard work.
It means to be in the midst of those things and
still be calm in your heart. May everyone find
peace in the coming break.

Mrs Carmen Blatti
Deputy Principal /
Curriculum
Coordinator
Mrs Lina Vermeulen

Dear Families
Thank you for a terrific end to term two. Staff, students and

Religious Education /
Student Wellbeing
Mrs Michelle Cassar
Accounts / Finance
Mrs Trudy Milligan

you the parents have done an amazing job. We are grateful for the commitment you
have shown and the difference it has made. At this stage, we will continue to uphold
an ‘abundance of caution’ into term 3 by maintaining our staggered starting and
finishing times until we are advised otherwise. The following arrangements remain in
place until further notice.
Child’s Surname Initial

Morning Drop-Off Time

Afternoon Pick-Up Time

Administrator

Between A and F

8:30 am – 8:40 am

2:50 pm – 3:00 pm

Mrs Blazenka Coric

Between G and O

8:40 am – 8:50 am

3:00 pm – 3:10 pm

Between P and Z

8:50 am – 9:00 am

3:10 pm – 3:20 pm

(Further details are within the newsletter)
46 Banchory Avenue
Hillside, Victoria 3037
www.canahillside.catholic.edu.au

The Department of Education has also provided a helpful guide relating to on-site
learning at school. I encourage you to take the time to read it when you have the
opportunity to do so.

T: 8390 9200
F:8390 9241

Wishing you a restful and enjoyable term break. Stay safe and stay well.
Mrs Carmen Blatti
School Principal

TERM 3 – July 2020
Monday

13th

Term Three begins – Staggered arrival and departure times remain in place

PLEASE STAY VIGILANT – COVID-19 is all around us!
Dear parents and guardians,
The Victorian Department of Health and Human Services has extended its state of emergency on COVID-19
until at least July 19th. As of June 22nd, Victoria has had 1,847 recorded cases in total, of which 1,701 have
recovered. Victorians have largely handled the outbreak well so far, but the Brimbank and Keilor Downs areas have
been identified as recent hotspots. As a result, the Victorian Department of Education has been advised of the
closure of a number of schools in southwest Victoria, including Albanvale Primary School in Albanvale and Keilor
Views Primary School in Keilor Downs.
We at Cana would like to thank our staff and families for their ongoing commitment to the health and
safety of our school community. We appreciate your strong dedication to keeping Cana safe and healthy. However,
we would like to remind our families not to become complacent in taking precautionary health measures. It is
important to remember behaviours such as hand-washing and keeping a healthy social distance of at least 1.5
metres from others to avoid catching and spreading the virus. Avoiding non-essential outings and mixing with
large crowds or those who have recently returned from overseas is also important. AND if there are any
symptoms of being unwell the child/ren MUST STAY HOME until completely symptom free and we highly
recommend you seek medical advice. At the same time, Cana will continue to uphold our thorough cleaning
protocols to ensure that our environment is safe and sanitised for those who work and learn at our school.
We are very fortunate that no Cana staff or students have been directly affected by COVID-19, and we are
thankful that we have been able to remain open. School is an important place for children to learn and thrive, so
continuing to do so through on-site learning is very important to us. This will require us to stay vigilant by
displaying an ‘abundance of caution’. We must continue to do all we can to protect our Cana school community.

STAY COVID-FREE AND DO THE 3:
Wash your hands

Stay 1.5 metres apart

Stay home if unwell

Stop the spread
https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus/arabic

https://www.covid19inlanguage.homeaffairs.gov.au
/bs/zdravlje

https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus/chinese

https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus/dari

https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/getting-testedcoronavirus-covid-19

https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus/greek

https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus/hazaraghi

https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus/khmer

https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus/malay

https://soundcloud.com/betterhealthcast/abouttesting-rohingya

https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus/spanish

https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus/tamil

https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus
https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus/vietnamese

IMPORTANT NOTICE REGARDING STUDENT HEALTH:
Catholic Education Melbourne works closely with our authorities. The Chief Medical Officer has
advised all schools to follow these protocols:
1. Handwashing/sanitising regularly throughout the day
2. Extra daily cleaning of the school, including high-touch areas
3. Since the return to on-site learning, we have had a number of children come into the sick
bay due to sore throats and coughs. It is the school’s policy that these students be sent
home and kept home. Staff at Cana are committed to doing the same, and will stay home
while unwell and will have Covid-19 tests if advised.
4. Since students are required to stay home while unwell, it is highly important that if your
child(ren) show or mention any symptoms such as fevers, coughing, tiredness, sore
throats, or shortness of breath, they must be kept home until they are cleared to return
to school. Please also provide absence notifications via the school app for any days that
your child is kept home to keep staff at the school informed.
5. Students experiencing symptoms compatible with the COVID-19 list are asked to seek the
advice of their healthcare professional who can advise on next steps. A medical certificate
is not required to return to an education setting after a period of illness; however,
students must not return until all symptoms resolve.

Extended Closing Dates for CSEF Applications:
Applications for Camp, Sports and Excursions Funding (CSEF) normally close on the 30th of June each
year. However, this year’s closing date for applications has been extended to Friday the 24th of July.
If you hold a valid Health Care Card or Gold Veteran Affairs Card, but have not yet applied to receive
CSEF, please be aware that you now have more time to do so.
If you received CSEF at Cana last year and your family circumstances have not changed since then,
you will not need to make a new application for 2020.
For more information, please contact the Cana office at office@canahillside.catholic.edu.au or by
telephone on (03) 8390 9200.

Technology Use at Home:
Dear families,
As we move into the holidays, it is important to remind ourselves of the importance of staying
vigilant by monitoring and supervising our children while using technology. As we know, there are
opportunities for predators, unhealthily conversations, disturbing images or clips that may be
accessible by our children that can have a lasting and negative impact. I am asking that during this
holiday period, where the children are still craving the company of their friends given the
unprecedented times we find ourselves in, that everybody establish clear and safe rules and
boundaries with their family around the use of technology. I am also asking that all carers increase
their supervision and establish clear boundaries and expectations around technology use. I have
attached some websites that can further support families. I encourage you all to read from them
and reflect on what is working at home to keep your child/ren safe and well, and what could be
improved.
Wishing you all a very safe break.
May our loving God protect and guide us all with the help of our heavenly mother Mary.

Many Blessings,
Mrs Michelle Cassar
Religious Education Coordinator / Student Wellbeing Leader

Resources:
https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents/skills-advice/taming-technology
https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents/big-issues/unwanted-contact
https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents/skills-advice/privacy-child

Gratitude Day
Thank you to our First Responders: Doctors, Nurses, Police
Officers, Firefighters, Parents and School Staff
On Thursday June 25th, we celebrated Gratitude Day at Cana. This was a chance to recognise the
hard work and dedication of the first responders who keep the community safe, as well as staff,
parents and students at the school. We appreciate the generosity of these wonderful people.
Thank you!

Maintenance Work over the Holidays
School Environment Maintenance:
We are excited to let our Cana families know about work scheduled to be carried out over the
holidays to improve and maintain our school grounds at Cana. We will be undertaking regular
garden maintenance as usual, alongside painting of the portable classroom buildings. Further, we
will complete some underground plumbing works.
Refurbishment/Painting:
We have also arranged for refurbishment of the front walkway. Stage one has been completed and
this project will be finalized during week one of the holidays in preparation for painting.
Solar Panels:
In addition to this, Cana will be undertaking a large project to install solar panels to both the hall
and administration building rooflines. Setup of safety barriers on the rooflines commenced today.
Installation of the solar panels will commence from Monday June 29th. This project will help make
Cana a more sustainable school and contribute to reducing carbon emissions and our electricity
expenses. The solar panel project is expected to be completed before the commencement of term
three.

Soundgarage
Due to COVID-19, Soundgarage music lessons were postponed from term two until terms three and
four. Expression of interest enrolment forms are attached on the following pages. In order to meet
minimum quotas for the program, we currently need to fill a further 20 places. If you have any
interest in enrolling your child in the program, please see the information later on the following
pages and email Maddie directly via maddie@soundgarage.com.au.

Morning drop off
● All gates will be open at 8:30am and close at 9:00am in line with staggered morning drop off
times. If later than this time parents will need to park outside school and students to enter from the
office gate independently.
● Parents drop off their child/ren via the ‘drop off zone’ located on the school basketball court and
driveway, or students can enter via the front or back gates.
● Students need to have bags ready and exit promptly … no lagging PLEASE
● Parents must please avoid exiting your car when possible (e.g. unbuckling seatbelts).
● Parents are not permitted on school grounds during this time. STUDENTS ONLY exit cars or
walk onto school grounds via front or back gates.
● Students need to walk to a staff member where hand sanitiser will be administered to every child
BEFORE they walk to their classroom.

Afternoon Pick up :
School will conclude between 2:50 and 3:10 pm every day, in line with staggered pickup times.
● The school car park gate will be open at 2:45pm for end of day pick up.
● Cars will be directed to park in an ORDERLY SINGLE FILE along the driveway starting at back
gates. Each car must move forward and park/wait directly behind the car in front.
● Students will be supervised and walk directly to your car. If adults need to exit cars for children
to see them, they must remain beside the passenger door while parked.
PLEASE BE PATIENT DURING MORNING DROP OFF AND AFTERNOON PICK UP
AS WE MUST ALL COOPERATE TO ENSURE THIS

PROCESS IS SAFE AND

RUNS SMOOTHLY . Children will remain supervised at all times.
( The alternative was for cars to park outside around the surrounding streets and parents walk to
gates and wait for students to walk to you… We think this can work !)
Please communicate morning drop off and pick up details with your child/ren, and any other adult
who may be bringing or collecting children from school.

Important:
 Please keep to a slow driving speed (5 km/h) at all times on the school site.
 Each family must stay within the staggered times allocated with NO EXCEPTIONS.
 For safety reasons, in the event of extreme wet weather, we will allow parents to collect their
children from the classrooms, but they must still arrive within their pick-up times.

Extensions to Key Enrolment Dates for Grade 5 Students Starting
Year 7 in 2022:
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Catholic Education Melbourne has approved requests to extend
deadlines in the year 7 enrolment process for 2022 enrolments. The new timeline for this process is
provided below:

Critical Dates:
 9 October 2020 – Applications close.
 1 December 2020 – Offers are posted to prospective applicants.
 15 December 2020 – Final date for families to accept offers made by schools.
It is also recommended that families send applications to at least two schools to ensure that a
place can be found for all.

AS PREVIOUSLY ADVISED, FATHER MAURIE’S SIGNATURE WILL NOT BE REQUIRED FOR 2022
ENROLMENT PAPERWORK. PLEASE DO NOT CONTACT THE PARISH OFFICE TO ARRANGE A
MEETING, AS MEETINGS WILL NOT BE TAKING PLACE THIS YEAR.

A Reminder to Download the Cana School App:
We would like to remind all parents and guardians with access to a smartphone about our school
app. If you have not yet downloaded it, we kindly insist that you do. It is a helpful way for the
school to pass on some important notices quickly, rather than waiting on the weekly newsletter. It
is especially helpful when students are absent from school and might not receive notes from the
black bags right away.
The school app is also our preferred way for you to let us know about when your child(ren) are
absent from school, provide forms related to medication, and to inform us of changes to any of
your contact details. Submitting notifications like these is one of the app’s basic functions.
We understand that some new Cana families might not be aware of our school app, and we
appreciate you taking the time to download it and familiarise yourselves with it.

Many thanks,
The Cana School Office

CANA CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL
Cana Catholic Primary School has a commitment to the care, safety and wellbeing of all children.

OFFICE HOURS
● School office will be open 8.30am to 4.30pm each school day.
● We prefer all communication with the school to be via email or phone wherever possible
office@canahillside.catholic.edu.au

Phone :

8390 9200

● Please avoid any non essential early pick up
● Late arrival .. please be vigilant as we will close front gates at 9.00am each school day

UNWELL CHILDREN / KEEPING CHILDREN HOME :
● It is acknowledged that some parents may still hold concerns about COVID-19 due to their child
having health concerns or even a parent with health challenges. We understand, however we ask
parents to consult with their health practitioner when deciding if their child should attend school.
● Please contact the school should you have any particular health concerns or questions; we will
workout a plan to support your child’s needs.
● Children who are not in attendance will be marked as ‘absent.’
● Any child who is unwell MUST remain home until completely well before returning to
school.
● A normal ‘Absentee’ notification using the school App is required if a child is absent.

CLEANING AND HYGIENE MEASURES IN PLACE
● Hand sanitiser will be administered by a staff member each morning before students enter
classrooms. Parents may provide their own product should children have allergies.
● Students will be required to wash their hands using soap and water regularly throughout the day.
● We will continue to provide soap for students however each student requires their own hand towel.
● Hand sanitisers will be dispensed around the school.
● Each classroom has disinfectant spray for additional cleaning of surfaces during the day
● Students will not be sharing classroom items.
● We have purchased individual colour pencils, grey lead pencils /pens , scissors, glue sticks, rulers,
sharpeners and erasers. Parents may provide a pencil case for their child
● Extra internal and external disinfectant cleaning has been arranged for each day. Toilets
and high-touch areas have been included in this disinfectant clean. We have made this a
very high priority

Cana is committed to the Safety and Wellbeing of our students

Second Hand Uniform
School Hours
Music starts at 8:42am
& Tuesdays at 8:27am

Monday

8:45am – 3:15pm

Tuesday

8:30am – 3:00pm

Wednesday

8:45am – 3:15pm

Thursday

8:45am – 3:15pm

Friday

8:45am – 3:15pm

Mass Times

Purchases and or handing in items to
be sold or donated can only be done
on Mondays from 2:30pm to 3:15pm
in the school hall.

We advise all families to
register
their
child/ren
(registration is free).

School Website
OSH Program Numbers:
To watch videos from the website, the
password you will need is:

5:00pm

Emmaus

6:30pm

8:00am,

Head Office: 1300 395 735

Cana Bank Account
For EFT payments, please
ensure you reference your
SURNAME and your

Sunday
Sacred Heart

Mobile: 0478 022 320

PASSWORD: CanaVids

Saturday
Sacred Heart

OshClub is our Before &
After School Care Program.
Children
need
to
be
registered
before
they
attend.

Mobile Phone App

6 – digit family ID

10:15am,
11:30am
Emmaus

9:00am

Parish Office /

T: 9366 2146

Presbytery
Secretary
Margaret

F: 9366 9876

We advise all families to download
this App as this is our form of
communication.

BSB: 083 347
Account: 563 101 059

