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Hope is a force. Hope is giving yourself permission to
fail, reflect, learn and retry with no expiration date.
Hope is in nature. Each intake or breath and morning’s
dawn is nature’s reminder that there is hope. Each new
day provides fresh perspective, grace and untapped
possibilities. Hope gives each of us confidence to
expect something good despite circumstances
suggesting otherwise. Let us focus less on what our situation currently
looks like and more on what we want it to be. May God grant you peace
and hope for a positive and peaceful Term ahead.
We’re all coming back! Woo-hoo! It will be sensational hearing laughter around the
school and seeing the children play and interact with their teachers and friends.
However, there may be some mixed emotions building up for some children, even
those who seem confident on the outside. Please read the information within this
newsletter, which will help support a happy and positive return for your child(ren).
1. Talk to your children about how they feel
 It is important to encourage children to discuss their feelings about returning
to school. If they feel anxious or worried, help them understand this is
perfectly normal, and that you and their teachers are there to support them.
 Although difficult, try not to share any axiety you may be feeling with them.
 Bear in mind that your child may be returning to a pre-existing issue from
before remote learning (such as bullying or difficulty with school work) or they
may be preparing for the transition to secondary school.
 Try to give them a non-judgemental and supportive place to share any
worries. Younder children, in particular, may not always have the words to
express their feelings, so try to find a way of bringing up the conversation
without putting pressure on them – for instance when you’re playing with
them or on a walk. This can help to open them up naturally and identify what
they’re worried about.
2. Pack right, pack light
 Your school will have been in touch to let you know what your child should
and shouldn’t bring on their return. Eg. bring an individual water bottle.
 Make sure you have checked with your school about what they need in order
to make your child’s day easier.

3. Support children to understand the school procedures
 Your school will also have been in touch to explain various procedures in place – such as entry points, break
times and hand washing routines.
 If you haven’t received this information or are unsure you should contact your school office.
 It will be important for your child to understand social distancing and hygiene rules and, importantly, why
they are in place.
 Read school communications with your child and make sure they are prepared and know what to expect
when they arrive at school.
4. Familiarise yourself with school procedures
 You’ll need to know where and when to drop children off and pick them up, as well as what parts of the
school you can access.
 If your child travels to/from school independently, including on public transport, you should talk to your
child about getting to and from school, including observing the directions of Victoria’s Chief Health Officer
(ie. social distancing, group gatherings).
 Your child will be expecting you at the end of the day so make sure you, or whoever is collecting them, are
there in the right place at the right time.
 If your child travels home independently, make sure you, or another carer, is there to welcome them home
and check-in about their day.
5. End of day emotions
 For younger children in particular, a school day can require a lot of self-regulation or compressed
behaviour, which can lead to tired and emotional outbursts later on in the day.
 Given the length of remote learning and new school safety procedures in place, these emotions may be
hard to cope with when they return home.
 It is a good idea to keep this in mind, and allow some time for ‘letting off steam’ by encouraging children to
unwind and play outdoors.
6. Stay informed
 Given the long absence from school, there may be a period of readjustment.
 Discuss and affirm familiar routines and school expectations regarding uniform, grooming, attendance and
participation to help your child reconnect with their school community.
 There may be fresh challenges for your child, from working with new classmates and teachers, to coping
with their work and school expectations / ‘rules’.
 Try to stay informed about how they are getting on – but if you are concerned, contact the school office
about speaking to the class teacher.
7. Sleep and rest
 Your children may have been getting used to some unusual hours during the remote learning period and
that may have extended into the school holidays.
 Make sure children are getting a good night’s sleep for their return to school.
 It might mean introducing some earlier bedtimes than they have had recently and limiting screen time.
 A good night’s rest will help them cope with the return to school and the new routines they will be adapting
to.
Once again, I thank staff, students and families for their incredible efforts during these challenging times. With
your ongoing support I am confident we can make a successful return to on-site learning in Term 4.
God Bless and keep each family safe and peaceful.
Carmen Blatti

At Cana we wil be following COVIDSafe practices
At Cana, maintaining a COVIDSafe school is our highest priority. We are aligned with Victoria’s
COVIDSafe principles and acknowledge the unique school setting as both a place of work for staff
and a learning environment for children, drawing on international literature/evidence.
A combination of strategies is required to minimise transmission risk. No single strategy completely reduces risk
and not every measure will always be feasible and applicable to all education settings. Where some controls are
not feasible, others should be enhanced. Strategies should also be adjusted over time in line with changing risk of
transmission in the community.
The Catholic School Operations Guide provides point in time and detailed advice on specific activities and
operations for all schools, informed by COVIDSafe School principles and DHHS advice.

COVIDSafe Plan for Cana
Reinforce COVIDSafe
behaviours
 Stay home when unwell
 Practice good hygiene
 Ensure physical
distancing (1.5m)
 Wear face masks: staff
must wear one, primary
school students can
choose to wear one
 Avoid interactions in
enclosed spaces

Create COVIDSafe spaces

Promote COVIDSafe
activities
 Make hand hygiene easy  Limit school access to
outside visitors when
 Keep surfaces clean and
possible
implement enhanced
environmental cleaning  Reduce mixing between
and disinfection
groups
 Promote outdoor air
 Create workforce bubbles
ventilation and do not
 Adapt, modify or defer
have air conditioners on higher risk activities
recirculate
 Move activities outdoors
where possible, weather
permitting

Respond to COVID-19 risk
 Keep records and act
quickly if someone
becomes unwell
 Use personal protective
equipment (PPE)
 Clean and disinfect
appropriately if a staff
member or student has
been unwell while at
school
 Manage individual risk

Temperature checks will not be required.

Reinforcing COVIDSafe Behaviours
Key behaviours required for reducing coronavirus (COVID-19) transmission risk include:
 Staying at home if unwell
 Ensuring regular hand hygiene
 Where possible, pursuing a variety of strategies to support physical distancing among all students and staff
 Wearing face masks at all times (optional for children)
Also, a reminder that if you, your child or a family member develop symptoms of a fever, chills or sweats, cough,
sore throat, shortness of breath, runny nose or loss of smell or taste, you should get tested at a coronavirus
(COVID-19) testing facility and stay home.
Please remember no adults may enter the school grounds at any time without a prescheduled appointment.

Information about COVID-19
The latest information about COVID-19 and schools is available on the Catholic Education Melbourne website:
www.cem.edu.au/Coronavirus.aspx. If you would like information from the Department of Health and Human
Services. You can also visit www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus.

Morning Arrival and Afternoon Pickup Arrangements
We will be adopting the following practices for safe morning drop-offs and afternoon pickups.
Please make sure to arrive during the designated time for your family.
Child’s Surname Initial

Morning Drop-Off Time

Afternoon Pick-Up Time

Between A and K

8:30 AM – 8:40 AM

3:00 PM – 3:10 PM

Between L and Z

8:40 AM – 8:50 AM

3:10 PM – 3:20PM

Walking to School/Walking Home
 Children may walk to, enter and exit the school via the gates at the front office or at the
back of the school.
 Please ensure that your child knows they are walking home at the end of the day.

Drive Though/Drop-Off/Pick-Up
 Cars may drive into school and park for up to 1 minute only for your child(ren) to exit.
 Please ensure that school bags and belongings are ready for quick exit from cars.
 No parents are to accompany children; children will walk to staff members with hand
sanitiser, then walk directly to their classroom.
 Cars will then slowly exit the back car park gate.
 Please ensure your child(ren) know if you will be driving into school to pick them up.

IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES:
Monday 12th October

Prep to grade 2 students return to school

Tuesday 13th October

Grade 3 to 6 students return to school

Tuesday 20th Wednesday
21st Thursday 22nd
October

Pre Prep Web X meetings evening sessions

Friday 23rd October

Public Holiday: Football Grand Final

Monday 2nd November

School Closed (Cup Eve)

Tuesday 3rd November

Public Holiday: Melbourne Cup Day

Tuesday 17th Wednesday
18th Thursday 19th
November

Pre Prep Web X meetings evening sessions

Friday 11th December

Last day of Term 4 for all year levels

Thank-You
Thank-you for your feedback. We will take on board suggestions for future consideration and
improvements. Any and all of your feedback is valued and helps us to review our practices. I am
always open to your communication:

Borrowed Devices
Please ensure all devices and chargers borrowed over the remote learning period are returned on
the first day that your child returns to school.

Summer Uniform
As of next week, students are asked to wear Summer uniform. Sports days will be communicated
by each classroom teacher. Please also remember our SunSmart policy comes into effect during
Term 1 and Term 4. All children must remember to wear hats while on site.

Drink Bottles
No drink taps are being used, so children are to bring their own drink bottles from home.

Language Survey Results
Thank you for your feedback. The following graphs show the results of a school-wide survey from
last term about languages other than English that children might enjoy learning. The data will help
inform 2021 direction.

Cyber Safety Important Information

Instagram

Twitter

Messenger

Snapchat

Kik

Tik Tok

Facebook

Discord

Dear Parents /Guardians,
The above are some SOCIAL MEDIA ICONS for Social Media Platforms. These platforms are restricted to users 13
years and older by LAW. Some of our students have these platforms. False information of year of birth has been
used to access these and this is breaking the LAW.
When signing up to any social media platform, your personal information is stored and can be used by that
company / organisation in any way they wish.
Parents/Guardians, if you have given permission for your child to be on these social media platforms – please be
vigilant and know what they are viewing and responding to, via social media.
Please be mindful that some content can be disturbing and harmful to your child’s wellbeing.

PARENTS, YOU NEED TO REGULARLY VIEW / MONITOR YOUR CHILD’S USE OF DEVICES
/ MOBILE PHONES.
Kind Regards,
Lina Vermeulen
Deputy Principal and Curriculum coordinator

Message from Father Maurie
9th October 2020

PARISH UPDATE 29

Hello all!
As I settle to write this week’s Parish Letter, that song that I’ve referred to before has just come on: ‘Stuck inside
these four walls, sent inside forever, never seeing no one …’ (Band on the Run, Paul McCartney and Wings). Our
resilience is being tested, isn’t it? Some signs are showing up to keep us urging hopefully onwards – VCE students
at College for their GATs, other levels coming back to School next week: I can imagine that amongst the
reorganisation this means for family life, there may be some relief: I hope so. And it is encouraging for others who
aren’t involved directly in Schools/Colleges, too.
As I was sending last week’s Letter I noticed that the ‘International Day of the Older Person’ had just passed. I
wonder when you come to consider yourself as ‘an older person’? Getting a Senior’s Card? the Aged Pension? I
have both, yet don’t feel that I’m ‘old’. I’m in the age category when I’m ‘vulnerable’ to the Virus, they say. I’m older
that I used to be! We will all be an ‘older person’ one day. Am I there yet?
Whatever about our own personal situations and how old we ‘feel’, we have all become concerned about the
quality of care in our Aged Care system. Justel and I observe great care being given to residents in the five facilities
in our Parish when we visit for Mass or are called for the Sacrament of Anointing. The Royal Commission is telling
us that there are some terrible situations, too, across Australia.
One of the dedicated Ministry groups in our Parish is the twenty Parishioners who visit our local Aged Care each
week – in ‘usual’ times: currently that Ministry is suspended because of the number of visitors permitted. So, too,
our Ministry to those in their own homes. These Parishioners share their friendship, their care, their faith-inaction, their prayer, Holy Communion and the life of our Parish with these people – who repeatedly express great
appreciation for their visits!
An attachment with this letter challenges a point of view that has been reported in the COVID crisis: Putting a
lower value on older lives is unethical.
Another type of reflection is in the attachment from an older person: Crabby Old Man ???
It’s often the case that Justel and I are called as a person is approaching death, and they or their family have asked
for the Sacrament of Anointing. We have been permitted to continue this ministry during the lockdown. It is a
privileged moment when the family prepares to hand someone they have shared life with here into the New Life
promised in God who will always be faithful. When we say that Jesus is the model for life, as well as meaning the
way in which we live our lives here and now, we also mean that His death and resurrection into New Life models
what happens to us when we die. “May the Lord touch your spirit so that you know that, whatever lies ahead, you
will be safe in God’s care.”
I like the way Billy Graham reflects (American evangelist who preached to 130,000 people at the MCG in 1959 –
the record for the largest crowd there):
“I see death as a ‘change of address’.
I’m not looking forward to dying;
I am looking forward to what it will be like when I am held by Christ in Resurrection.
And I might finally know why there is such pain and suffering in life here, and why evil has such an influence
here.”
This ‘changing of address’ will mean having to leave behind some very familiar parts of life that have shaped
me, and being sad about that.

And really looking forward to the new place and coming to be ‘at home’ there.
Perhaps in that context it is helpful to remember some of our Church’s teaching about the stage before death: a
terminally ill patient can choose not to pursue “treatments that provide only a precarious or painful extension of
life.” And from the Catechism of the Catholic Church on not being obliged to take extraordinary measures for those
terminally ill:
2278 Discontinuing medical procedures that are burdensome, dangerous, extraordinary, or disproportionate to the
expected outcome can be legitimate; it is the refusal of “over-zealous” treatment. Here one does not will to cause death;
one’s inability to impede it is merely accepted.
2279 Even if death is thought imminent, the ordinary care owed to a sick person cannot be legitimately interrupted. The
use of painkillers to alleviate the sufferings of the dying, even at the risk of shortening their days, can be morally in
conformity with human dignity if death is not willed as either an end or a means, but only foreseen and tolerated as
inevitable. Palliative care is a special form of disinterested charity. As such it should be encouraged.

Customarily we are very generous supporters of Mercy Palliative Care each year.
Last Sunday was the feast of St Francis of Assisi. It’s a pity, I think, when his life is reduced to that of a simple man
who loved the world of nature. As well as that, Francis crossed many borders and built many bridges in his time.
He transgressed the social, civil and Church borders of his community to embrace and then live with lepers who
had been ostracised from the ordinary life of Assisi. He crossed the border of the Fifth Crusade's battle to engage in
a peaceful encounter and exchange of ideas with the Muslim Sultan, despite the vilification of Muslims by the
majority of Christian Europe at the time. And of course he moved across the border of species when he referred to
nonhuman creatures as his "sisters" and "brothers," recognizing that lines of demarcation between the human and
nonhuman are in some ways artificial constructs, given our interdependence on one another and universal
reliance on our common source, God.
On the feast, Pope Francis released his new Encyclical ‘Brothers and Sisters All’.
“Once this health crisis passes, our worst response would be to plunge even more deeply into feverish consumerism
and new forms of egotistic self-preservation,” Francis writes in the opening chapter, which addresses the “dark
clouds” the Pope says he sees hanging over the world.

Among things the Pope puts up for discussion: trickle-down economics, the world’s unfair distribution of wealth,
continued use of the just war theory and the death penalty, and populist leaders who appeal to people’s “basest
and most selfish inclinations.”
“Let us dream, then, as a single human family, as fellow travellers sharing the same flesh, as children of the same
earth which is our common home, each of us bringing the richness
of his or her beliefs and convictions, each of us with his or her own voice, brothers and sisters all.” “God willing,
after all this, we will think no longer in terms of ‘them’ and ‘those’, but only of ‘us’.”
There are two attachments with this letter – an introduction, and an overview of the Encyclical.
As I round off this Letter, very dark clouds are gathering to bring the heavy rain that has been forecast. They will
pass.
‘Bless us, O GOD, with the resilience and purpose to come to new days, with minds and spirits renewed!’
Maurie Cooney
Parish Priest

Putting a lower value on older lives is unethical
Tuesday 29 September 2020
Toby Hall and Dr Daniel Fleming, St Vincent’s Health Australia
A chorus of celebration broke out across Melbourne as 100-year-old Roy Bartlett walked out of St Vincent’s Private
Hospital after winning his six-week battle with COVID-19.
As Australia’s oldest COVID survivor, Roy’s story was a wonderful antidote to the horrific failures that have let the
virus run amok, particularly in the city’s aged care facilities, ending hundreds of lives.
Every COVID death is a tragedy for a loved one who can’t celebrate as Roy’s family can. And then, at the
weekend, The Age published its latest article in a series asking leading Victorians for constructive ideas on the state’s
future, this time with the University of Melbourne’s vice-chancellor, Professor Duncan Maskell.
In his comments, Maskell asked Victorians to wrestle with uncomfortable questions about our future. He called on us
to be ready to make tough calls, and to accept the unavoidable reality of mortality.
No problems there. Any community with a grain of wisdom goes through that process.
But at the centre of his approach Maskell suggests a way of thinking that we should all find troubling.
Maskell asks: ‘What is the value of a 90-year-old’s life versus the value of the continuing livelihood and happiness of
a 25-year-old?’
His view appears to be that in a future pandemic, authorities should apply a ‘quality-adjusted life year’ model – an
approach used by some health economists to judge the value of health interventions – to help them chart a way
forward.
The QALY approach, as it is known, uses assumptions about quality of life and the effectiveness of particular
interventions to judge their merits.
When it’s applied to Professor Maskell’s question, the 25-year-old’s life is of much higher value than the 90-yearold’s. This is because a life nearer its end is allocated less QALYs than a healthy life closer to its beginning.
Such a model would provide a justification for accepting risk – even mortality – for the 90-year-old and prioritising the
25-year-old because the latter’s life is valued more.
Now use the same measurement against any member of the community who has a long-term chronic illness, an
addiction, or lives in a lower socio-economic area when compared with the healthy 25-year-old. You get the same
ethically questionable outcome.
We hope we’ve misunderstood Maskell. He leads one of Australia’s great universities and, as he says in the article,
the role of the university is there to ‘to light the fire, to start people thinking anew about things and become people
who are interested in investigating subjects deeper’.
That’s laudable, and necessary. Perhaps he’s lighting such a fire on this topic.
But to be frank, we’re tired of seeing commentary that suggests our pandemic response should start from a place
that sees different value in different people, as if that’s an appropriate way to plan our way out of this mess.
And we’re tired of the suggestion that it’s OK to place a dollar value on a human life, as Janet Albrechtsen put forward
in The Australian back in May when our nation was still in the grips of the first wave. It’s not rational, it’s not scientific,
and it’s not ethical.
But most of all, we’re sick of the underlying value judgment that sits behind this: that some lives are worth more than
others.

Disturbingly, this way of thinking appears entrenched in our society’s consciousness, and has been for some time.
What else explains the dazzling neglect that has led to the horror show in aged care these past months? That situation
didn’t arise out of the blue: we don’t value our elderly as we should. So let’s not all pretend to be surprised when,
because of that, we’ve landed with our current tragedy.
Sadly, not everyone will make it, but that doesn’t mean their lives are somehow less valuable. They too are someone’s
beloved, someone’s friend, and they deserve to be treated as such.
The alternative starts with a dogged commitment to the position Roy Bartlett’s granddaughter articulated last week:
‘He matters to us.’ Everyone should matter to us as a community. Everyone is valuable, equally so. Some are more
fragile than others, and that necessitates special care and attention to them.
There might not be one right way out of the pandemic. It’s clear to all of us that every path we choose from here
includes difficult, sometimes devastating, outcomes. We have to wrestle with this honestly. But there are certainly
some wrong paths for us to take. It shocks us that it even needs to be said but setting a future direction on the idea
that some lives are more valuable than others is one of these.

Toby Hall is chief executive of St Vincent’s Health Australia. Dr Daniel Fleming is head of ethics at St Vincent’s
Health Australia.

CRABBY OLD MAN ? ? ?
What do you see nurses? What do you see?
What are you thinking when you're looking at
me?
A crabby old man not very wise,
Uncertain of habit with faraway eyes?
Who dribbles his food and makes no reply
When you say in a loud voice "I do wish you'd
try!"
Who seems not to notice the things that you
do.
And forever is losing a sock or a shoe?
Who, resisting or not, lets you do as you will,
With bathing and feeding the long day to fill?
Is that what you're thinking? Is that what you
see?
Then open your eyes, nurse you’re not looking
at me.
I'll tell you who I am as I sit here so still,
As I do at your bidding as I eat at your will.
I'm a small child of ten with a father and
mother,
Brothers and sisters who love one another.
A young boy of sixteen with wings on his feet
Dreaming that soon now a lover he'll meet..
A groom soon at twenty my heart gives a
leap.
Remembering, the vows that I promised to
keep.
At twenty-five, now I have young of my own.
Who need me to guide and a secure happy
home.

A man of thirty My young now grown fast,
Bound to each other with ties that should last.
At forty, my young sons have grown and are
gone,
But my woman's beside me to see I don't
mourn.
At fifty, once more, babies play 'round my
knee,
Again, we know children My loved one and
me.
Dark days are upon me my wife is now dead.
I look at the future and shudder with dread..
For my young are all rearing young of their
own.
And I think of the years, and the love that I've
known.
I'm now an old man and nature is cruel.
Tis jest to make old age look like a fool.
The body, it crumbles grace and vigour,
depart.
There is now a stone where I once had a
heart.
But inside this old carcass a young guy still
dwells,
And now and again my battered heart swells.
I remember the joys I remember the pain.
And I'm loving and living.... life over again.
I think of the years, all too few too fast.
And accept the stark fact that nothing can
last.
So open your eyes, people, open and see.
Not a crabby old man: look closer ... see ME!!

Relationship leads us to peace: Three key Franciscan themes in 'Fratelli Tutti', the new Encyclical from Pope
Francis
Oct 4, 2020
by Daniel P. Horan

"Francis inspired these pages," said Pope Francis about St. Francis of Assisi in the opening section of his new encyclical letter,
"Fratelli Tutti, on Fraternity and Social Friendship." Recalling that St. Francis inspired the pope to write his last encyclical
letter in 2015, "Laudato Sí, on Care for Our Common Home," Francis situates this current teaching document again within the
framework of Franciscan spirituality and theology. He also traveled to Assisi this weekend to commemorate the Feast of St.
Francis and officially sign this new encyclical.
As in his earlier encyclicals and exhortations, Francis draws from a wide range of sources throughout Fratelli Tutti. At times
the Franciscan tradition, and St. Francis in particular, are featured explicitly. Such is the case with the encyclical's title. It is an
Italian translation of the opening phrase of St. Francis's Admonition VI, which the medieval saint preached to his brother friars
in Latin.
Although the encyclical does not offer many direct references to the person or writings of St. Francis beyond the opening and
closing paragraphs, the inspiration of the saint from Assisi and the tradition that bears his name is present throughout the
text. There are several key themes that carry a distinctive Franciscan valence worth identifying and unpacking. The following
is a sampling of just a few of the many ways the Franciscan tradition has, as the pope acknowledged, shaped the focus of this
social teaching.
The concept of fraternitas
The English translation of the Latin term fraternitas as "fraternity" has garnered criticism, even before the encyclical was
published. Understandably, the common-sense interpretation of the term views the concept as exclusively masculine,
referring to the "bond among brothers" or "brotherhood." Indeed, this is an accurate understanding, particularly when one
considers that the term is most often used in the contemporary context of the United States in reference to male college
students belonging to exclusive social organizations that often emphasize a party lifestyle.
However, the term takes on a slightly different and notably significant meaning when viewed through the lens of the
Franciscan theological tradition. It carries at least two senses in this context. The first is not that unlike the reference to
college social organizations, albeit without the implications of bacchanalia. Dating back to St. Francis himself, whenever the
Franciscan friars refer to their local communities of men religious, the term used has been "fraternity." It is also a term that is
used by the Secular Franciscan Order in reference to the local communities or associations of women and men who have
professed to live according to the Franciscan Rule in their respective secular contexts. In this way, fraternity takes on a rather
practical meaning, serving as the term for a particular group of Franciscans.
The second sense of fraternitas also goes back to St. Francis and it is more theological than it is practical. Fraternity in this
sense is more expansive and has to do with the kind of relationship one has with another. The reason that St. Francis
preferred the title "brother" was simple: He truly meant that he saw himself as inherently related to all women, men, and
even nonhuman creatures as part of God's one family of creation. To talk about fraternity as a disposition or value is to talk
about how you view and relate to other people, including strangers and those who may be very different from you. It is about
recognizing intrinsic familial ties with all people and creatures.

Pope Francis picks up on this Franciscan logic of fraternitas in the third chapter of Fratelli Tutti. He critiques societal
relationships determined by affinity, preferences, status or any other feature, and argues for a more fundamental concept of
human relationship: fraternity. "Fraternity is born not only of a climate of respect for individual liberties, or even of a certain
administratively guaranteed equality. Fraternity necessarily calls for something greater, which in turn enhances freedom and
equality" (Paragraph 103).
Earlier in Chapter 2 of the encyclical, the pope uses the parable of the "Good Samaritan" (Luke 10:25-37) to show how the
Christian notion of relationship with others transcends the limits and qualifications we are quick to use in isolating ourselves
from solidarity with others. By contrast, if we recognize that we are all sisters and brothers to one another, then we have an
inherent bond with each other that demands something of us — our love, respect and care.
Francis highlights the demands that a spirit of fraternity places on us in relationship to one another in human society. Too
often, the pope says, "we are constantly tempted to ignore others, especially the weak." He notes that, "for all the progress
we have made, we are still 'illiterate' when it comes to accompanying, caring for, and supporting the most frail and
vulnerable members of our developed societies. We have become accustomed to looking the other way, passing by, ignoring
situations until they affect us directly" (Paragraph 64).
St. Francis instructed his followers that living the Christian life according to his distinctive vision basically boiled down to
"walking in the footprints of our Lord Jesus Christ," a phrase that appears throughout his writings. Living like Jesus means
prioritizing relationship above all else; it means caring for those in need, regardless of their identity or what affiliations they
might have.
Pope Francis lifts this up as not only something reserved for Franciscan friars and sisters, but also for all human beings, who
are fundamentally interdependent and connected to one another. How we think of ourselves in relationship to others ought
to be governed by this principle of our a priori interrelatedness as sisters and brothers. And the way we form our worldviews,
make decisions, engage in the public square, and interact with one another at all levels should be grounded in our
inextricable fraternitas with all.

Painting of St. Francis of Assisi by Federico Barocci, circa 1600-1604
Crossing borders, building bridges
Early in the document, the pope recalls St. Francis' famous encounter with Sultan Malek al-Kamil at Damietta, Egypt, in 1219.
Drawing a connection to that historic episode of mutual respect, peacemaking and fraternity — a shared sense of a fraternal
bond between the two men from different cultures and religions — Pope Francis identified a comparable sense of encounter
he had with Grand Imam Ahmad Al-Tayyeb, whom he met in Abu Dhabi in 2019. At that meeting, the two religious leaders
signed a document on "Human Fraternity for World Peace and Living Together," which included the shared assertion that,
"God has created all human beings equal in rights, duties, and dignity, and has called them to live together as brothers and
sisters."
The nod to the importance of interreligious dialogue and friendship across differences in the global effort to promote human
solidarity is no small gesture. Francis, taking seriously the prioritization of fraternal and sororal relationship with all people
modeled by St. Francis, describes this social teaching as directed not only to his Christian sisters and brothers, but also
addressed to all women and men of good will.

This expansive audience reflects the inclusive vision articulated at the outset of Laudato Sí and encyclicals of his predecessors,
dating back to John XXIII's 1963 document Pacem in Terris, which was geared not only to Catholics and other Christians but
also all people of good will.
St. Francis is known to have crossed many borders and built many bridges in his time. He intentionally transgressed the social,
civil and ecclesial borders of his community to embrace and then live with lepers who had been ostracized from the ordinary
life of Assisi. He crossed the border of the Fifth Crusade's battle to engage in a peaceful encounter and exchange of ideas with
the Sultan, despite the vilification of Muslims by the majority of Christian Europe at the time, including and especially by Pope
Innocent III. He even moved across the border of species when he sincerely referred to nonhuman creatures as his "sisters"
and "brothers," recognizing that lines of demarcation between the human and nonhuman are in some ways artificial
constructs, given our interdependence on one another and universal reliance on our common source, which is God.
Pope Francis celebrates the Eucharist at the tomb of St. Francis in the crypt of the Basilica of St. Francis in Assisi, Italy, Oct. 3.
(CNS/Vatican Media)
Today Francis calls on all his brothers and sisters, regardless of their religious tradition or nation of origin, to "see things in a
new light and to develop new responses" to the challenges before us (Paragraph 128). Among these challenges is the
increasing tendency that individuals and nations have to erect borders and walls, literal and figurative ones, which separate,
isolate and exclude the most vulnerable in our world. Francis' consistent critiques throughout the encyclical of consumerism,
capitalism, nationalism, xenophobia and other ascendant ideologies of our time also gesture to the importance of bridge
building between peoples.
The pope points to love as the necessary ground for our building a "culture of encounter," which "means that we, as a
people, should be passionate about meeting others, seeking points of contact, building bridges, planning a project that
includes everyone" (Paragraph 216). He speaks throughout Fratelli Tutti of the evils of apathy and indifference, a recurring
theme in his preaching and magisterial teaching. These attitudes not only prevent us from the capacity for compassion — the
ability to suffer with others in solidarity — but they also promote an individualism that creates separation and prohibits
authentic relationship. What results is not only social division, but also tremendous suffering, which is felt most acutely by
the poor and vulnerable.
The imposition of physical and ideological borders does great harm to human dignity, particularly for migrants and
immigrants, which is why Francis strongly emphasizes the need for "fraternal gratuitousness" or the building of bridges to a
better life for those who suffer the most without asking the costs (Paragraph 140). This is only possible, the pope notes, if we
measure ourselves not merely as one country competing against others but "as part of the larger human family." He adds:
"Only a social and political culture that readily and 'gratuitously' welcomes others will have a future" (Paragraph 141). It is
only in the spirit of St. Francis' fraternitas that such reforms can take place.
Peacemaking and reconciliation
Toward the end of Fratelli Tutti, Francis writes: "In many parts of the world, there is a need for paths of peace to heal open
wounds. There is also a need for peacemakers, men and women prepared to work boldly and creatively to initiate processes
of healing and renewed encounter" (Paragraph 225). Here he again embodies the wisdom of St. Francis as a promoter of
peacemaking and reconciliation.
Remembered as a faithful reformer of the church and society, St. Francis' commitment to peacemaking and reconciliation as
the means for reforming dysfunctional relations between people was grounded in his understanding of
universal fraternitas — that we are all brothers and sisters to one another and ought to act like it. In his famous "Canticle of
the Creatures," St. Francis barely mentions human beings. When he does toward the end of the text, after invoking many
other aspects of creation, he says that we humans are most authentically in keeping with God's intention for us when we
"give pardon," "bear infirmity and tribulation" and "endure in peace."
Similarly, Francis stresses the need for another kind of being in the world, one that is more human, one that returns to this
foundational vocation wherein God calls all people to be peacemakers and reconcilers. Returning to the Franciscan principle
of fraternitas, the pope invokes the family as a metaphor for reimagining social structures and political engagement. He notes
that families regularly have disputes, but the way that healthy families resolve them can be a model for thinking about the
bigger picture of human dynamics in society.

They may quarrel, but there is something that does not change: the family bond. Family disputes are always resolved
afterwards. The joys and sorrows of each of its members are felt by all. That is what it means to be a family! If only we could
view our political opponents or neighbors in the same way that we view our children or spouse, mother or father! How good
would this be! (Paragraph 230)
Authentic peacemaking requires truth telling and a shared commitment to the good of the other. It also requires recognizing
how decisions have consequences — sometimes dramatically negative ones — for "the more vulnerable members of society"
(Paragraph 234). He adds: "Those who work for tranquil social coexistence should never forget that inequality and lack of
integral human development make peace impossible" (Paragraph 235).
Again, this hearkens back to the model and vision of St. Francis, who in promoting fraternitas as the lens through which to
view all relationships, always prioritized the poor and marginalized.
Francis, like his medieval namesake, does not condone "easy" forgiveness or reconciliation, which often comes at the
expense of silencing or dismissing the discomfiting experiences and histories of those who have been victimized. Instead, he
insists on the importance of memory in a manner evoking the theological concept "dangerous memory" of Fr. Johann Baptist
Metz, and the rejection of decisions or actions arising from "fear and resentment" (Paragraph 266).
In the final chapter of the encyclical, the pope appeals to all religious believers, regardless of their tradition, to be agents of
reconciliation, recognizing the fundamental commitment we all have to promote the common good.
Speaking from the Christian perspective, Francis ties together the importance of the example of Jesus Christ
and fraternitas as the foundation for our universal human vocation to be peacemakers and reconcilers. "For us the wellspring
of human dignity and fraternity is in the Gospel of Jesus Christ. From it, there arises, for Christian thought and for the action
of the Church, the primacy given to relationship, to the encounter with the sacred mystery of the other, to universal
communion with the entire human family, as a vocation of all" (Paragraph 277).
These three themes — fraternitas, crossing borders and building bridges and peacemaking and reconciliation — only begin to
signal the manifold ways the inspirational specter of St. Francis haunts this latest encyclical letter. As the church begins to
unpack the wisdom and challenge present in this teaching during the coming weeks, months and years, the fullness of the
Franciscan influence will become even more apparent.
My sense is that St. Francis would be very pleased with the message and content of Fratelli Tutti, but that he would be truly
overjoyed if the people of the world actually took this teaching to heart and put it into practice.

[Daniel P. Horan is the Duns Scotus Professor of Spirituality at Catholic Theological Union in Chicago, where he teaches
systematic theology and spirituality. His recent book is Catholicity and Emerging Personhood: A Contemporary Theological
Anthropology. Follow him on Twitter: @DanHoranOFM.]
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