School Newsletter
Parish Priest
Fr Maurie Cooney
Principal
Mrs Carmen Blatti

O dear Jesus,

Deputy Principal /
Curriculum
Coordinator

I humbly implore You to grant Your special graces to our family.
May our home be the shrine of peace, purity, love, labour and faith.
I ask You, dear Jesus, to protect and bless all of us, in our families,
living and those sharing in Your New Life.

Mrs Lina Vermeulen

Amen

May 2021
Religious Education /
Student Wellbeing

Monday 3rd May
Tuesday 4th May

Parent Teacher Interviews after school.

Mrs Michelle Cassar

Wednesday 5th May

School closed for parent teacher interviews. No OHSclub

Thursday 6th May

Mother’s Day Stall in school Hall

Tuesday 11th May
Wednesday 12th May
Thursday 13th May

NAPLAN Grade 3 and Grade 5
Parent information will be sent out next week regarding
NAPLAN

Administrator

Friday 14th May

Family Picnic 1.00-2.00pm. See attached

Mrs Blazenka Coric

Tuesday 18th May
Thursday 20th May

Grade 6 Confirmation 6.00pm & 7.30pm

Accounts / Finance
Mrs Trudy Milligan

June 2021

46 Banchory Avenue
Hillside, Victoria 3037

Tuesday 15th June

School Closed. Staff Professional Development Day

www.canahillside.catholic.edu.au

Friday 25th June

End of Term 2

Term 3 Early Notice

T: 8390 9200
F: 8390 9241

Monday 12th July

Term 3 begins

Thursday 5th August

School Closed. Staff Professional Development Day

Monday 6th
September

School Closed. Parent Teacher Interviews

Cana Lunch Time Clubs are Back!
Teachers will supervise these inside alternative activities. Should numbers be too large
children will be rostered on a time when they can participate.
These activities provide an option for children who may need or enjoy some passive/inside
play alternatives. All activities will take place in the hall.
Monday – Table Tennis
Tuesday – Construction – Legos, colouring/drawing
Wednesday – Chess
Thursday – Construction – Legos, colouring/drawing

Soundgarage at Cana in Term 2
We have made a brilliant start to the program this term and have some amazingly talented
students engaged in music lessons with Soundgarage!
We have a few openings in Singing and Performance (SAP) for Term 2, so if your child would like
to have a go at Singing and Performance, we would love to have them be a part of the
Soundgarage Team! All our other disciplines are full at this stage.
Please get in touch with Maddie (maddie@soundgarage.com.au or 0401 844 522) if you would
like to enrol for SAP for Term 2.
Cheers,
Maddie Owen, Manager of Soundgarage Music School

COVID-Safe @ Cana
Thank you for your understanding and support throughout this term as we continue to
implement COVID-Safe practices at our school. We will reassess our practices in relation to
visiting classrooms and density limits in coming weeks.
I look forward to welcoming our students and families back to more school events in term 2.

Nude Food Day Every Monday at Cana
Dear Parents, Guardians and Students,
We have been seeing a problem around the school grounds, so this is an
initiative to fix this. Our intention is to educate students to think about the
amount of packaging they bring to school each day, and the impact this has
on our environment.
The food packaging is part of a bigger problem. For example, each food
package starts from home, comes to school, ends up on our grounds, then
washes into our drains and waterways. All this leads to it ending up on our
beaches and oceans, causing the death of aquatic life. We need to change.
Starting next week (Monday 3rd May), each Monday after that will be a
Nude Food Day. This is a day where we highly encourage students to have a
lunchbox free of food wrappers, such as chip packaging, glad wrap or
aluminium foil. You must carry your food in reusable containers and
packaging that can’t be thrown away.
If in the event that a student brings any food wrappers, it is compulsory
that they leave the used wrappers inside their lunchbox, to be thrown away
when the student comes home.
Even so, we still would definitely want all students to have rubbish free
lunch boxes to help the environment here at Cana.

It starts with us!!!
Yours truly,
The Cana School Leaders
( Xander, Michael, Mikayla, Lily)
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OFF-Site Parking Responsibilities
We have been inundated with complaints about our families disregarding driving
compliance condition and disrespecting road rules. Please ensure that you adhere to
the following road rules:
 Do Not block or park in neighbouring driveways
 Do Not double park. Even if it is for a few seconds.
 Only those persons with DISABLED stickers are permitted to park in the disabled
parking bays at front of school.
 Do Not park on people’s nature strips.

On-Site Parking Responsibilities
 CAR PARK GATES: The entrance to the school car park is the gate at the front of the school.
The back car park gate is an EXIT ONLY.
 REVERSE PARKING AT ALL TIMES: To ensure a smooth exit during pickup times, please
reverse into the parking spaces in our car parks rather than driving in forwards.
 DRIVEWAYS MUST REMAIN CLEAR AT ALL TIMES: Please do not park in the driveway
while the gates are closed as doing so blocks OshClub employees from entering the school.
 NO CHILD MAY WALK TO CARS (At the Basketball Courts) ALONE.
 A 5 km/h SPEED LIMIT APPLIES IN THE CAR PARK.
 PLEASE DO NOT ENTER THE SCHOOL BEFORE 3PM. (Sometimes visitors or staff

may need to enter of leave the school earlier than 3PM but this does not permit
anyone else to enter the school earlier than 3PM, other than OSHClub staff).

School Ground Responsibilites
Please use appropriate walkway to drop off or collect your children from classrooms.
The front of the school is not a walk way to the Prep building. This is an unsafe and
unsupervised area.
Access to this area of the school is only permitted while students are dropping off or
collecting their bikes for travel to and from the school.

Library Borrowing is Back! (For one day per week)
This week children across the school began to borrow directly from the library. Students in
grades prep, 1, 2, 5 and 6 will be able to borrow on Tuesdays, and students in grades 3 and 4
will be able to borrow on Fridays.
Children can return their library books on the same day that
they will be able to borrow. They will be encouraged to borrow
2 books each week IF they have a library bag and have returned
any books they have previously borrowed.

Skoolbag is our new digital platform: All absentee/late notifications are to be submitted via the
Skoolbag app.

CRCNK and CRCCS 2022/2023 Enrolments
Please note that until further notice, you will not require Father Maurie to sign your child’s
application to CRCNK or CRCCS.

Camps Sports and Excursion Fund Applications
The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) provides financial support to eligible families so
students can attend school camps, outdoor education and sporting programs, as well as
incursions and excursions. If you have not applied for CSEF and hold a currently valid Healthcare
Card, or if you have an existing card and a new child is joining Cana, please fill out the CSEF form
below and email it along with a scan of your card to Mrs Trudy Milligan at
tmilligan@canahillside.catholic.edu.au.

29th April 2021
PARISH UPDATE 58

Hello everyone!

During this week the Archbishop convened a very significant meeting that radically affects the years ahead for the
Catholic Church in Melbourne. This first meeting was a gathering with the Priests of the Archdiocese. Similar
meetings will be convened for Parishioners during the next few months.

The Archbishop has taken the decision that a reorganisation of the structures and the resources of the Archdiocese
must be undertaken, brought about by the declining number of Priests available for Parish ministry. A simple
statistic is that this year five men entered the seminary for their formation for priesthood and there are twelve
Parishes whose Parish Priest will be retiring this year. This is the pattern both for each year of the seminary
process and for the ageing of Priests.
Quotes from the meeting: “there are no indications that trends will be reversed”; “we must look to new ways of
thinking”; “our current structures are unsustainable”; “there is a feeling of urgency to bring forth change”; “the
way of the Gospel was from the very beginning a changing of arrangements to engage with changing
circumstances”.

The Archbishop outlined a broad picture where the current 210 Parishes in the Archdiocese will be reorganised
into 50 or 60 ‘Missions’, each ‘Mission’ being served by two (and sometimes more) Priests. An example that was
given – emphasised as not being definitive - was that the Parishes of Ascot Vale, Essendon, Essendon West,
Moonee Ponds, Strathmore could become one of these ‘Missions’. The Archbishop liked the phrase ‘family of
Parishes’.

A timeline was outlined. Following this meeting of Priests, there will now be a similar meeting of representatives
from all Parishes, information communicated to the wider Catholic community, and gatherings in the four Regions
of the Archdiocese whose task will be to identify 3 to 5 ‘Missions’ in each Region. (Our Parish is in the Western
Region.) Further work will be undertaken so that all ‘Missions’ will be identified by mid-2022. The overall
reorganisation will be implemented within three years.
Some very large Parishes – such as Werribee – may become a ‘Mission’ themselves. Smaller Parishes will likely be
part of reorganisation into a ‘family of Parishes’. Parish boundaries may change.

Some will recall that thirty years ago the Archdiocese embarked on several processes in response to the fact that
circumstances were changing. Some may have participated in the RENEW process in which large numbers of
Parishioners participated in reflection and formation processes to grow the active co-responsibility of Parishioners
in order to ensure and grow vibrant Parish life. Some may recall the ‘Tomorrow’s Church’ process which was
driven by the question ’How can we be the Church well in the years that lie ahead?’ This led to some amalgamation
and partnering of Parishes in a planned way with substantial formation provided for the Parishes involved, and the
‘pilot project’ of a lay-person Parish Leader appointed to a Parish by the then Archbishop, who had support from a
neighbouring Parish Priest.

A number of participants at this week’s meeting expressed regret that those plans and processes were stopped.

We are a large Parish. The example above of five Parishes becoming a ‘Mission’ may not be applied to us. We
should be aware, however, of what will be happening around us, that this will impact on us, and that a difference
type of ‘Mission’ may be applied to us.
We will participate in all the processes that are being started.

In our Parish during the week, we have at last ‘caught up with’ the postponements of Sacraments with our young
Parishioners’ which had been caused by COVID lockdowns last year. Young Parishioners at our Cano School
celebrated the Sacrament of Reconciliation for the first time.
Next week we enter the next round of Sacraments. Our young Parishioners our Sacred Heart School will share in
the Sacrament of Confirmation. Once again the Archbishop has delegated his role to Parish Priests. This is because
we are still limited to having 190 people in our churches, and that means that we will need ten separate
gatherings.
Give a place in your prayer this week to these young Parishioners and their families. May their experiences of the
Sacraments of our Church reassure them of the love of God active in their lives and of the support of their Church
community.

Best wishes to all! As we continue in Easter season, don’t let that renewal slip away – blessings for continuing
‘Easter-ing’!

Prayer of St Francis ‘Make me a channel of your peace!’

Maurie Cooney
(Parish Priest)

Cana is committed to the Safety and Wellbeing of our students

Second Hand Uniform
School Hours
Music starts at 8:42am

Monday

8:45am – 3:15pm

Tuesday

8:45am – 3:15pm

Wednesday

8:45am – 3:15pm

Thursday

8:45am – 3:15pm

Friday

8:45am – 3:15pm

Mass Times

Due to the need for social distancing
and other COVID safety measures, we
cannot currently offer second-hand
uniforms. We will advise when this
returns and in the meantime
recommend contacting your PSW
outlet for uniform enquiries.

OshClub is our Before &
After School Care Program.
Children
need
to
be
registered
before
they
attend.
We advise all families to
register
their
child/ren
(registration is free).

School Website
To watch videos from the website, the
password you will need is:

OSH Program Numbers:
Mobile: 0478 022 320
Head Office: 1300 395 735

PASSWORD: CanaVids
Saturday
Sacred Heart

5:00pm

Emmaus

6:30pm

Cana Bank Account
For EFT payments, please
ensure you reference your
SURNAME and your

Sunday
Sacred Heart

8:00am,
10:15am,
11:30am

Emmaus

9:00am

Parish Office /

T: 9366 2146

Presbytery
Secretary
Margaret

F: 9366 9876

Mobile Phone App
We advise all families to download
this App as this is our form of
communication.

6 – digit family ID

BSB: 083 347
Account: 563 101 059

