


 Dates for your Calendar 
 Term 4 

 Friday 11  th  November  School Disco -  Tonight  Prep - 2  →  6 - 7pm  Grade 3 - 6 → 7:30 - 9pm 

 Friday 18  th  November  Mini Fair -  Postponed  Date to be confirmed next week. 

 Friday 25th November  Soundgarage Concert at 6pm-  Details below 

 Friday 2  nd  December  Sports Carnival -  Details to follow 

 Thursday 8th December  School Produc�on Evening -  Details to follow 

 Monday 12  th  December  Grade 6 Gradua�on –  6pm at Emmaus Church 

 Tuesday 13  th  December  Orienta�on  for Prep to Grade 6 

 Friday 16  th  December  Last day of Term 4 –  Prep to Grade 5 finish at 3:15 
 Grade 6 finish at 2pm 

 Term 1, 2023 

 Wednesday 1st February  Term 1 Begins  for  Grade 1 to Grade 6 students 

 Thursday 2nd February  First Day of school for Preps 

 Medical Alert 

 This week a family member of the school has reported that their child has contracted “Paro��es”, 
 this is a form of Mumps and can be highly contagious. Please keep an eye out for any symptoms and 
 keep your child home if they’re unwell.  Thank You. 



 Mass at Cana 
 Dear Families, 
 This term we exci�ngly welcome more Masses at Cana! For safety and space reasons, we have split 
 the school into 3 groups. These groups are �tled Group A, Group B and Group C. The two tables 
 below are for your reference to see which group your child/ren are in and when they will be in the 
 hall for the Mass and/or leading the Mass. 

 Families of students who are in the hall on the designated week or a leading the Mass, are invited to 
 a�end Mass.  This informa�on is in the grey shaded  area. 

 Group A  PC, 1C, 1W, 3C, 4M, 6K 
 Group B  PR, 1A, 2J, 3S, 4S, 5S 
 Group C  PB, 1T, 2T, 4G, 5K, 6G 

 We look forward to praying with you as a school community. 

 Week, date 
 and �me 

 Date  Time  Group in hall  Class/Group  Leading 
 Mass 

 7  Thursday 17  th  of November  No Mass  No Mass  No Mass 

 8  Thursday 24th November  No Mass  No Mass  No Mass 

 9  Thursday 1st  December  2pm  Group A  Prep C 

 10  Thursday 8  th  of December  2pm  Group B 
 Virtual Whole School 

 Prep R 

 11  Thursday 15  th  of December  2pm  Group C 
 Virtual Whole School 

 Mary Mackillop Group 

 Mathematics Parent Engagement Session 

 On Wednesday 9th November 2022, families of the Cana Catholic Primary School community gathered for a Mathematics Parent 
 Engagement Session. Each session commenced with a presentation about understanding proficiency and building productive 
 struggle in Mathematics, followed by participants engaging in a variety of activities that targeted these two concepts.  Some 

 feedback from participants of the sessions: 

 "The activities were thought provoking and interesting" 
 "Provided different ways to find the solution" 

 "Informative, helped me look at how children are learning" 
 "Great way of highlighting the importance of problem solving" 

 Below is a fact sheet summarising the key points from the session.  Please keep an eye out in the newsletter and on the SkoolBag 
 app for future Mathematics Parent Engagement Sessions. 







 I  c  e  C  r  e  a  m  s 
 Will be on sale every Friday in Term 1 and 4 

 Varieties will vary from time to time 

 Paddle Pop Icy Twist  $1.50 

 Chocolate and Vanilla Frozen Yoghurt 

 Chocolate and Vanilla 120ml-  Milk (Water +Milk solids),  Fresh Probio�cs Yoghurt 
 (25%), (Skim Milk Solids, Water, Cultures), Sugar, Dietary Fibre (Inulin), Pure Cocoa 
 (4%) Vanilla (natural flavour), Maltodextrin, Xylitol, Vegetable Gums (Guar, Soy, 
 Xanthan), Natural Flavours, Cultures (L. Acidophilus, Bifidobacteria & L. Casei). 

 $1.50 

 Strawberry and Vanilla Frozen Yoghurt 
 Strawberry and Vanilla 120ml-  Milk (Water +Milk solids),  Fresh Probio�cs Yoghurt 
 (25%), (Skim Milk Solids, Water, Cultures), Sugar, Dietary Fibre (Inulin), Strawberries 
 (4%) Vanilla (natural flavour), Pec�n, Maltodextrin, Xylitol, Vegetable Gums (Guar, 
 Soy, Xanthan), Citric Acid, Natural Flavours, Red Beet (Colour), Cultures (L. 
 Acidophilus, Bifidobacteria & L. Casei). 

 $1.50 

 Chocolate Paddle Pop  $2.00 

 Rainbow Paddle Pop  $2.00 

 Paddle Pop Cylone  $2.50 

 Calippo- Lemon, Pineapple and Raspberry 
 $2.50 

 Please note strictly 1 ice cream per child only, available in Term 1 and 4. 
 We are kindly asking for students to bring coins only for payment as large change will not be given. 



 Message From Fr. Maurie 

 Hello everyone! 

 As the warm weather came in during the week, I had to do some ‘self-talk’:  “when it sits on 30 degrees overnight at the end of 
 January, don’t complain – remember how you were so looking forward for the sun to shine and were so pleased about that in 
 early November!” 

 The gi� for languages was given to others, not to me.  And so I regard learning another language a real challenge and a great 
 accomplishment. I recall soon a�er coming to our Parish saying to a group of our Iraqi students at Sacred Heart School how I 
 admired that they could speak two languages (assuming Iraqi and now English).  One boy responded “Excuse me, Father, I speak 
 three languages - Aramaic and Arabic and French.”  “And English,” I added.  “Not really,” he said in perfect English!!!! 

 It’s not only the words, but the expression we put into our speech that can change the meaning of the same word.  For example, 
 the phrase “Heaven knows”.  That can have the meaning, by the tone of our voice and when it’s accompanied by a shrug of the 
 shoulders of ‘this is really puzzling – I don’t know the answer’.   When spoken firmly with some convic�on, “Heaven knows” can 
 be an assured proclama�on that ‘God is in this too - the outcome is safe in God’s hands’. 

 That comes to mind as I look at the Readings for this weekend’s Mass.  As we come towards the end of the Church year (the 
 season of Advent and a new year begin in a fortnight’s �me) this weekend’s Word of God opens up ques�ons about ‘the future’ 
 and what shape it will take, wri�ng  with various images to write about something we don’t know much detail about. 

 Because of our faith in God, and par�cularly in the Resurrec�on of Jesus, our response to ques�ons about the future is that 
 second meaning of ‘Heaven knows’ - an assured proclama�on that ‘God is in this too - the outcome is safe in God’s hands’. 

 I came to this reflec�on years ago when I heard the song ‘Heaven knows where we are going’ by the group Osibisa (from 
 Wikipedia: a Ghanaian-Bri�sh  highlife  band founded in  London  in the early 1960s by four  expatriate  West African and three 
 Caribbean  musicians): 

 We are going - 
 Heaven knows where we are going: 
 We’ll know we're there. 

 We will get there - 
 Heaven knows how we will get there: 
 we know we will. 

 It will be hard we know, 
 and the road will be muddy and rough: 
 But we'll get there 
 Heaven knows how we will get there: 
 We know we will. 

 We are going 
 Heaven knows where we are going 
 We’ll know we're there! 

 It’s a great sound, too!!  And it’s a great end-of-year prayer. It talks of God’s will to ‘save us’, and of our entrus�ng ourselves into 
 that, all the while ‘keeping at it’ though the road may be muddy and rough. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Highlife
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Expatriate
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caribbean


 At each of the Masses in November we hold in our prayer those who have passed beyond us through death.  ‘Life is changed, not 
 ended’ when we die teaches one of the Prefaces of Mass.  With this email I have a�ached a page of reflec�ons from various 
 sources about dying.  And also that story of the conversa�ons between the twins in the womb:  each year when I read that at 
 Mass some people ask for a copy.   Here’s a reflec�on that didn’t fit on to the page: 

 We give back to you, O God, those whom you gave to us. 
 You did not lose them when you gave them to us, and we do not lose them by their return to you. 
 Your Son has taught us that life is eternal and love cannot die. 
 So death is only a horizon, and a horizon is only the limit of our sight. 
 Open our eyes to see more clearly, and draw us closer to you, 
 so that we may know we are nearer to our loved ones, who are with you. 
 You have told us that you are preparing a place for us: 
 prepare us, that where you are we might be always, O Lord of life and death. 

 [William Penn, founder of the State of Pennsylvania, U.S.] 

 Thank you for your par�cipa�on in the review and renewal of our Thanksgiving process.  New sets of envelopes went to 
 AustraliaPost today, and the procedures for ac�va�ng Direct Debit and Credit Card contribu�ons have begun.  When that is 
 complete and the Finance Commi�ee has met to analyse the outcome, I shall let you know the results in one of these le�ers and 
 at Masses.  (The new round of pledges commences on next weekend 19-20 November.  Some Parishioners will no�ce that your 
 ‘Envelope number’ has changed – this is because we filled up gaps in the system by transferring some numbers into those 
 spaces. 

 Also a�ached with this email is this week’s Parish Newsheet:  note that the Vinnies have an appeal for the support of those 
 affected by the floods.  Our November Memorial contribu�ons are going to that. 

 Best wishes and blessings to all! 

 Maurie Cooney 

 (Parish Priest) 







 Some reflec�ons on death 
 Robert Dessaix (Australian writer, from ‘Night Le�ers’) 
 To talk about dying and being dead makes us intolerably anxious, I think, not just about our own eventual fate, but 
 about the meaning of our own present lives.  Yet we’re living them, briefly, and to spend too much �me contempla�ng 
 and preparing ourselves for the aeons when we won’t be seems fu�le. 

 No one minds talking about dying or being dead as a sta�s�c, or quo�ng a poet of two or even woody Allen.  But no 
 one much feels comfortable talking about dying or being dead when it’s about themselves or someone close to them. 
 I don’t think there’s any taboo on the subject – I just don’t think people quite know what to say. 

 All the same, some�mes I do bring the subject up myself.  A�er all, unless you consider it, how can you know how best 
 to live now?  Without thinking through what death means to you, aren’t you walking backward towards a precipice? 
 Much be�er, surely, to walk facing what’s ahead, stepping forwards with care, judging your foo�ng and pace. 

 *************************** 

	The	First	Letter	of	St	Paul	to	the	Corinthians,	chapter	15	
 35   But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body will they come?”  )  36   How foolish! 
 What you sow does not come to life unless it dies.  37   When you sow, you do not plant the body that will be, but 
 just a seed, perhaps of wheat or of something else.  38   But God gives it a body as he has determined, and to each 
 kind of seed he gives its own body.  39   Not all �lesh is the same: People have one kind of �lesh, animals have 
 another, birds another and �ish another.  40   There are also heavenly bodies and there are earthly bodies; but the 
 splendor of the heavenly bodies is one kind, and the splendor of the earthly bodies is another. 

 *************************** 

 Billy Graham (American evangelist of world renown; 130,000 gathered at the MCG to hear him in 1959 
 I see death as a ‘change of address’. 

 I’m not looking forward to dying:  I am looking forward to what it will be like when I am held by 

 Christ in Resurrection. 

 And I might finally know why there is such pain and suffering in life here, and why evil has such an 

 influence here. 

 This ‘change of address’ will mean having to leave behind some very familiar parts of life that have 

 shaped me, and being sad about that.  And also really looking forward to the new place and coming to 

 be ‘at home’ there. 
 *************************** 

 Banjo Pa�erson  (who wrote the words to Waltzing Ma�lda): 

 Child, you are wise in your simple trust 
 For the wise one knows no more than you. 

 Ashes to ashes and dust to dust 
 Our dreams by a range are bounded too. 

 But we know that God has this gi� in store, 
 That when we come to that final change 

 We will meet with our loved ones gone before 
 In that beau�ful country ‘Over the Range’ 



 THE TWINS’ STORY 

 It seems that in all places and in all �mes people have believed in or at least had some 
 hope for con�nued life beyond life as we know it here. That is expressed in many and 
 varied rituals over the history of so many cultures. The Chris�an tradi�on names this 
 forthrightly as Resurrec�on. 
 Ques�ons are always present: what is this con�nued life like? What will we look like'? 
 what will we be doing? The response is "It will be different". 
 Perhaps the following parable is helpful. 

 A mother conceived twins. One child was a girl; the other a boy. 
 Months passed, and they developed. 
 As they grew they sang for joy: "Isn’t it great to be alive!” 
 Together they explored their mother's womb. 
 When they found their mother’s life cord, they shouted for joy: 
 "How great is our mother's love, that she shares her own life with us!" 
 Soon the twins began to change dras�cally. “What does this mean?" asked the boy. 
 "It means that our life in the womb is coming to an end," said the girl. 
 “But I don't want to leave the womb," said the boy. “I want to stay here forever." 
 "We have no choice," said the girl. "But maybe there is life a�er birth." 
 "How could that be,” asked the boy. "We will shed our mother's cord, and how is life 
 possible without it? Besides, there’s evidence in the womb that others were here before us, 
 and none of them ever came back to tell us that there is life a�er 
 birth. No, this is the end.” 

 And so the boy fell into despair, saying, “If life in the womb ends in death, what’s its purpose?  What’s its 
 meaning?" 
 And so the last days in the womb were filled with deep ques�oning and fear. 

 Finally the moment of birth arrived. 
 When the twins opened their eyes, they cried for joy. What they saw exceeded their wildest dreams. 

 And they were loved by those who had loved them all along, but whom they had not yet come to know fully. 

 Yes, we have been through one drama�c change of ending and beginning already. And 
 we even use the same language some�mes: ‘being born to eternal life`. 



 Parents/Families, 

 Our school community shares the same vision at Cana. We all want what is best for all children, 
 spiritually, academically, socially and emo�onally. Please become familiar with the ‘Parent Code of 
 Conduct’ below. Let us remember that we work in partnership for the good of all our children. 



 Rationale 
 This Cana Catholic Primary School Parent Code of Conduct outlines the way in which our community requires all parents/carers 
 and family members to conduct themselves when visiting our school, and communicating with students, staff and other parents in 
 our school. 

 The Cana Catholic PS Parent Code of Conduct applies to all adults including parents, guardians, carers, step-parents, 
 grandparents, extended family while involved in activities or communication related to Cana Catholic Primary School. 

 The School Policy & Advisory Guide,  ‘Visitors in Schools’  requires all visitors to the school during school hours to sign a visitors’ 
 register located at the school office, so that their presence in the school is recorded for Child Safety reasons and in the event of an 
 emergency. (excluding Mass and Interschool Sports) 

 When at school and within the proximity of the school 
 Parents/Carers will: 

 ●  use courteous and acceptable language when communicating with their own children, other students, staff and other 
 parents/carers and members of the school community. There will be zero tolerance to any verbal or physical violence 
 towards others. 

 ●  value our diverse community and respect the rights and practices of individuals and their families. 

 ●  respect points of view that are different from their own. 

 ●  firstly, speak directly to the teacher with any concerns regarding incidents in the school. The teacher will then refer the 
 parent to appropriate staff if necessary. 

 ●  be mindful of the teacher’s time, when wanting to communicate with them. Make a time to meet that does not disrupt the 
 class unless there is a genuine emergency. 

 ●  listen respectfully, in the same manner required of students and staff when attending school assembly or informal/formal 
 meetings. 

 ●  provide appropriate parental supervision before the bell in the morning and in the afternoon (3.15pm onwards Monday, 
 Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, 3.00pm on Tuesdays). 

 ●  remove their child from a situation that involves any form of violence and seek support from staff members. 

 ●  model positive behaviours in front of all students at all times, whether on school grounds or within the proximity of the 
 school. 

 ●  comply with the school onsite parking expectations, with road safety rules and parking signs when dropping off or picking 
 up their children to and from school. 

 ●  comply with the Cana Catholic PS Attendance Policy (refer to Cana’s website). 

 ●  ensure that your child complies with the Cana’s School Uniform Policy (refer to Cana website). 

 ●  respect all Cana’s policies and procedures (refer to Cana’s website). 

 ●  Respect the privacy of teachers. 

 Unacceptable Behaviour 

 Parents/Carers will not: 

 ●  discipline a child who is not theirs or speak to a child who is not theirs about that child’s behaviour. This is the role of teaching 
 staff. Being approached by an adult they do not know, can be distressing for children. Common sense would prevail if safety 
 was an issue. 



 ●  use offensive language  towards  their own children, students, staff and other parents/carers and members of the school 
 community when on school grounds or within the proximity of the school. 

 ●  interrupt or distract a teacher while classroom instruction or learning activities are underway. 

 ●  engage with staff, students or parents/carers in an aggressive manner regarding issues of a personal or school nature. 

 ●  engage in inappropriate physical contact with students, staff or other parents/carers. 

 ●  discriminate between or disrespect any member of our school community. 

 ●  disrupt the good order of the school by any means including: in person, via persons representing them or social media. 

 ●  Engage a teacher about school matters outside the school environment. 

 When making a complaint 

 Parents have the right to raise issues and concerns related to the education/welfare of their child or other school matters. 

 There are a number of ways you can raise any concerns you have about your child. You can: 

 ●  write a note or email your child's teacher outlining your concerns 
 ●  make an appointment to speak on the phone or in person with the class teacher or Wellbeing Coordinator; ensuring that 

 you inform the school about the issue you wish to discuss 
 ●  consider speaking with the school's student wellbeing Coordinator/Leader if you feel that is appropriate 
 ●  arrange any meeting times or phone calls through the school office (this is more convenient for both you and your child's 

 teacher and does not interrupt teachers during the time they need to be with their students) 
 Remember that the class teacher together with others who may be involved, should be given a reasonable amount of time to take 
 the steps required to resolve or address your concerns. 

 Consequences of a Breach of Cana’s Parent Code of Conduct 
 Any parent, member of school staff or student may notify the Principal of a possible breach of the Cana  Parent Code of Conduct. 
 The Principal will investigate the complaint and if satisfied that a breach has occurred will: 

 ●  A meeting may be terminated at any time if there is a breach of conduct 

 ●  provide a first and final warning that a breach of the Cana Code of Conduct has occurred and that a further breach will not be 
 tolerated    

 ●  issue a trespass warning to the parent if the behaviour was one of an aggressive manner. If the behaviour continues, may 
 accelerate to a trespass notice prohibiting the parent from coming on school grounds for a designated period of time, 
 determined by the Principal or their representative in line with DET guidelines 

 Regular review 
 This document will be reviewed every year in consultations with parent representatives, and following significant incidents if they 
 occur. We will ensure that families have the opportunity to contribute. Where possible we do our best to work with local Aboriginal 
 communities, culturally and/or linguistically diverse communities and people with a disability. 



 Camps Sports and Excursion Fund Applica�ons 
 The  Camps,  Sports  and  Excursions  Fund  (CSEF)  provides  financial  support  to  eligible  families  so 
 students  can  a�end  school  camps,  outdoor  educa�on  and  spor�ng  programs,  as  well  as  incursions 
 and  excursions.  If  you  have  not  applied  for  CSEF  and  hold  a  currently  valid  Healthcare  Card,  or  if  you 
 have an exis�ng card and a new child is joining Cana, please let the office know. 




