


 Dates for your Calendar 
 Term 1, 2023 

 Monday 20th February  School Tour  Perspec�ve Parents 
 10am and 5pm 

 Monday 20th February  Parent Chats 

 Tuesday 21st February  Prep Parents  Literacy Workshop Session 11:30am - Details  to follow 

 Tuesday 21stFebruary  School Tour - Perspec�ve Parents at 5pm 

 Tuesday 21stFebruary  Grade 6  Parent Camp Informa�on Mee�ng - 7pm in the  Hall 
 NEW DATE 

 Wednesday 22nd February  Ash Wednesday Mass - 12:15pm Cana Hall 

 Monday 27th February  Parent Chats 

 Wednesday 1st March  School Tour  Perspec�ve Parents 
 10am and 5pm 

 Wednesday 1st March  Grade 6  Parent Camp Informa�on Mee�ng - 7pm 
 Rescheduled see above 

 Thursday 2nd March  Family Picnic - 1:00 to 1:50pm Cana Oval 

 Monday 6th March  School Photos 

 Tuesday 7th March  Enrolment Prep 2024 Parent Informa�on Session - Adults Only 
 at 11:30am or  7pm in the Cana Hall 

 Wednesday 8th March  SCHOOL CLOSURE  - School preparing for whole school  review 

 Wednesday 8th March  2024 Enrolments Open  / Go Live - on Cana Website 

 Monday 13th March  SCHOOL CLOSURE -  Labor Day 

 Wednesday 15th - Friday 

 17th March 

 Grade 6 Camp 

 Wednesday 15th March  NAPLAN - Wri�ng  Grade 3  and  Grade 5 

 Friday 17th March  Saint Patrick's Day 

 Week of 20th of March  All Grades  During the week of March 20th Hot Food  will be available 
 Details to follow 

 Tuesday 21st March  NAPLAN Reading  Grade 3  and  Grade 5 

 Wednesday 22nd March  NAPLAN Language Conven�ons  Grade 3  and  Grade 5 

 Thursday 23rd March  NAPLAN Numeracy  Grade 3  and  Grade 5 

 Wednesday 29th March  Parish Prayers / Reconcilia�on at Emmaus Church 

 Thursday 30th March  Parish Prayers / Reconcilia�on at Sacred Heart Church 



 Wednesday 5th April  Parent Cyber Safety Mee�ng 7:00 to 8:30pm Details to follow 
 Compulsory for Grade 5 parents  , however all families  are welcome 
 Details to follow 

 Thursday 6th April  School Closure 
 Parent Teacher Interviews - Details to follow 

 Easter Celebra�ons  Thursday 6th April - Holy Thursday 
 Friday 7th April - Good Friday 
 Sunday 9th April - Easter Sunday 

 Term 2, 2023 

 Monday 24th April  School Closure 
 School preparing for whole school review 

 Tuesday 25th April  School Closure - ANZAC Day 

 Wednesday 26th April  Students Return - Term 2 

 Wednesday 26th April  Grade 6 Confirma�on  - Parent Engagement - 5pm - 6:30pm 
 Details to follow 

 Early Advice - Sacraments 2023 

 Sunday 21st May  Grade 6 Confirma�on, Emmaus Church 1:30pm and 3:30pm 

 Saturday 19th August  Grade 4, First Communion, Emmaus Church 11:30am and 1:30pm 

 Wednesday 11th October  Grade 3 Reconcilia�on, Emmaus Church 5pm and 6:30pm 

 School Photos 
 This week you would have received a handout for school photos. The form contains a unique code 

 linked to your child. School Photos are scheduled for Monday, March 6th, please follow the 
 instruc�ons on the pamphlet to organise payment, this needs to be done before photo day. If you 
 require a sibling photo, this can also be organised via the website.  If your child did not receive a 

 handout please no�fy the office or classroom teacher. 

 2024 Prep Enrolment Informa�on Session 
 Star�ng  Monday 20th February  we will be holding a school tour for Prospec�ve Parents wan�ng to enrol 
 their child in 2024. A flyer has been sent out to all the Kindergarten’s in the area and you will also see it 

 below. Please feel welcome to let any interested families know about the Prep enrolment dates. 

 Reminder  Skoolbag app- Update class groups 
 As we enter a new year, please remember to update the class groups you wish to receive notifications (year levels 
 your child/ren are in).  Please note  : You will still  receive whole school notifications regardless of which groups you 

 select, these are just for year level specific notifications such as excursion days. 

 In order to do this, follow the instructions below: 

 1. Open the app 
 2. Click 'School Profile' 

 3. Click 'Groups' 
 4. Add and Remove the groups required 



 Parents/Families, 

 Parents we all need to be in partnership and to always be respec�ul of each other during all 
 interac�ons - face to face or on social media. We are role models for our children and need to be 
 reflec�ve of our communica�ons and ac�ons. 

 If there are any concerns please see your child’s classroom teacher as the first point of contact. 

 Rationale 
 This Cana Catholic Primary School Parent Code of Conduct outlines the way in which our community requires all parents/carers 
 and family members to conduct themselves when visiting our school, and communicating with students, staff and other parents in 
 our school. 

 The Cana Catholic PS Parent Code of Conduct applies to all adults including parents, guardians, carers, step-parents, 
 grandparents, extended family while involved in activities or communication related to Cana Catholic Primary School. 

 The School Policy & Advisory Guide,  ‘Visitors in Schools’  requires all visitors to the school during school hours to sign a visitors’ 
 register located at the school office, so that their presence in the school is recorded for Child Safety reasons and in the event of an 
 emergency. (excluding Mass and Interschool Sports) 

 When at school and within the proximity of the school 
 Parents/Carers will: 

 ●  use courteous and acceptable language when communicating with their own children, other students, staff and other 
 parents/carers and members of the school community. There will be zero tolerance to any verbal or physical violence 
 towards others. 

 ●  value our diverse community and respect the rights and practices of individuals and their families. 

 ●  respect points of view that are different from their own. 

 ●  firstly, speak directly to the teacher with any concerns regarding incidents in the school. The teacher will then refer the 
 parent to appropriate staff if necessary. 

 ●  be mindful of the teacher’s time, when wanting to communicate with them. Make a time to meet that does not disrupt the 
 class unless there is a genuine emergency. 

 ●  listen respectfully, in the same manner required of students and staff when attending school assembly or informal/formal 
 meetings. 

 ●  provide appropriate parental supervision before the bell in the morning and in the afternoon (3.15pm onwards Monday, 
 Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday). 

 ●  remove their child from a situation that involves any form of violence and seek support from staff members. 

 ●  model positive behaviours in front of all students at all times, whether on school grounds or within the proximity of the 
 school. 

 ●  comply with the school onsite parking expectations, with road safety rules and parking signs when dropping off or picking 
 up their children to and from school. 

 ●  comply with the Cana Catholic PS Attendance Policy and to use the SkoolBag App.  (refer to Cana’s website). 

 ●  ensure that your child complies with the Cana’s School Uniform Policy (refer to Cana website). 

 ●  respect all Cana’s policies and procedures (refer to Cana’s website). 

 ●  Respect the privacy of teachers. 



 Unacceptable Behaviour 

 Parents/Carers will not: 

 ●  discipline a child who is not theirs or speak to a child who is not theirs about that child’s behaviour. This is the role of the 
 teaching staff. Being approached by an adult they do not know, can be distressing for children. Common sense would prevail 
 if safety was an issue. 

 ●  use offensive language  towards  their own children,  students, staff and other parents/carers and members of the school 
 community when on school grounds or within the proximity of the school. 

 ●  interrupt or distract a teacher while classroom instruction or learning activities are underway. 

 ●  engage with staff, students or parents/carers in an aggressive manner regarding issues of a personal or school nature. 

 ●  engage in inappropriate physical contact with students, staff or other parents/carers. 

 ●  discriminate between or disrespect any member of our school community. 

 ●  disrupt the good order of the school by any means including: in person, via persons representing them or social media. 

 ●  Engage with a teacher about school matters outside the school environment. 

 When making a complaint 

 Parents have the right to raise issues and concerns related to the education/welfare of their child or other school matters. 

 There are a number of ways you can raise any concerns you have about your child. You can: 

 ●  write a note or email your child's teacher outlining your concerns 
 ●  make an appointment to speak on the phone or in person with the class teacher or Wellbeing Coordinator; ensuring that 

 you inform the school about the issue you wish to discuss 
 ●  consider speaking with the school's student wellbeing Coordinator/Leader if you feel that is appropriate 
 ●  arrange any meeting times or phone calls through the school office (this is more convenient for both you and your child's 

 teacher and does not interrupt teachers during the time they need to be with their students) 
 Remember that the class teacher together with others who may be involved, should be given a reasonable amount of time to take 
 the steps required to resolve or address your concerns. 

 Consequences of a Breach of Cana’s Parent Code of Conduct 
 Any parent, member of school staff or student may notify the Principal of a possible breach of the Cana  Parent Code of Conduct. 
 The Principal will investigate the complaint and if satisfied that a breach has occurred will: 

 ●  A meeting may be terminated at any time if there is a breach of conduct 

 ●  provide a first and final warning that a breach of the Cana Code of Conduct has occurred and that a further breach will not be 
 tolerated    

 ●  issue a trespass warning to the parent if the behaviour was one of an aggressive manner. If the behaviour continues, may 
 accelerate to a trespass notice prohibiting the parent from coming on school grounds for a designated period of time, 
 determined by the Principal or their representative in line with MACS and DET guidelines 

 Regular review 
 This document will be reviewed every year in consultations with parent representatives, and following significant incidents if they 
 occur. We will ensure that families have the opportunity to contribute. Where possible we do our best to work with local Aboriginal 
 communities, culturally and/or linguistically diverse communities and people with a disability. 





 Cana Bank Account 

 For EFT payments, please ensure you reference your  SURNAME  and your  6 – digit family ID 

 BSB: 083 347 

 Account: 563 101 059 

 Camps Sports and Excursion Fund Applica�ons 
 The  Camps,  Sports  and  Excursions  Fund  (CSEF)  provides  financial  support  to  eligible  families  so 
 students  can  a�end  school  camps,  outdoor  educa�on  and  spor�ng  programs,  as  well  as  incursions 
 and  excursions.  If  you  have  not  applied  for  CSEF  and  hold  a  currently  valid  Healthcare  Card,  or  if  you 
 have an exis�ng card and a new child is joining Cana, please let the office know. 







 Message from Fr. Maurie 
 Hello everyone! 

 What a terrific response came in to our annual Ministry Recruitment at Masses last weekend from both Emmaus and 
 Sacred Heart!  I’ll indicate the overall numbers in next week’s Letter..  What a great expression of our shared 
 understanding that it’s ‘us together’ who give life to our Parish.  We know the ways to do that as we appreciate that 
 Ministry is about “carrying forward the work of Christ under the lead of the befriending Spirit”. 

 When I mentioned this response to a friend of mine during the week, he remembered what we (Priests) were told by 
 the leader of the retreat we made just prior to our ordination in 1974:  “I’m very glad to be gathering with those young 
 men on whom the future of the Church does not depend!”  Yes, it’s the people’s Church, it’s the Holy Spirit’s Church!! 
 There will be an opportunity to register for Ministry at Masses this weekend for those who weren’t with us last 
 weekend.  And there’s an attachment with the email for you to use, too. 
 After the weekend, we will close this round of Ministry Recruitment.  Lauren in our Parish Office will process all the 
 information, liaise with the Leaders of the Ministry Groups, ensure that everyone is complying with those regulations 
 about a Working With Children Card, and design sets of rosters. 

 Last Sunday afternoon I took a long walk through Brimbank, and compared the photos I took during the floods with the 
 scene now.  I was on the path alongside the river and was looking hard up to see the debris from the floods still 
 hanging in the branches of huge trees towering above.  How much water had been in this place where I was standing!! 
 And being replaced by more as the river raged along!  I imagined trying to explain that to someone who was unaware 
 of how those floods were! 
 Which had me thinking about the potential the space where I was standing has for holding what can hardly be 
 imagined!! 
 Which brought to mind that statistic we’re told that we use only 10% of our brain.   (However, when I googled it, that 
 figure was debunked: we may use small parts of our brain at various times of the day for different experiences were 
 involved in: overall we’re using lots of our brainpower across the day.) 

 This had me thinking about the Season of Lent that we are about to enter – Ash Wednesday is coming up (next 
 Wednesday, 22  nd  February:  Masses at 7.30am and 7.00pm  at Sacred Heart, and at 7pm at Emmaus). 
 The connection I made between my thoughts about potential  and Lent is that it is the season when we reflect on our 
 potential to live with an awareness that God is real and really part of our lives, and live up to that awareness in the 
 shape we give to our lives in all aspects, situations, relationships.  In the Season it is a good thing to notice that we do 
 indeed live out this awareness.  And the whole dynamic is about identifying the potential we have for more of that – by 
 ridding ourselves of actions, attitudes, bad habits that block us from developing into that potential.  That’s what ‘giving 
 up something for Lent’ is about - and then replacing that with something that develops us more in living the life of faith 
 that we have in common. 

 This story comes to mind: 
 Mary Alice had potential.  It was  the first thing anyone noticed when they met her.  ‘’Mary Allice, “ they would 

 say, “You’ve got great potential!” 
 After a while, Mary Alice became concerned.  “What if I should lose my potential?” she thought. 
 So … Mary Alice kept her potential stuffed under the mattress. However she soon discovered that the 

 lump under the mattress made it difficult to sleep. 
 Mary Alice packed up her potential and took it to a bank on the far side of town.  She rented a large 

 safe-deposit box and locked her potential away in the vault. 
 Then, on the third Tuesday of every month, Mary Alice would visit her potential.  Cautiously she would 

 peek into the box.  Then she locked it up again and stored her potential safely back in the vault. 
 Feeling quite content, Mary Alice would take the bus home, secure in the knowledge that, if nothing 

 else, she would always have POTENTIAL! 
 Have a good Lent! 
 An attachment with this email is the page from the Archdiocese that introduces Lent. 
 And there is an attachment with our Parish’s weekly newssheet for this weekend. 

 Blessings to all! 
 Maurie Cooney 
 (Parish Pries  t) 




















