
 Lente� Prayer 
 Loving Father, 

 So many �mes I turn away from you and 
 always you welcome me back. 

 Your mercy and love gives me confidence 
 Thank you for the invita�on to share, 

 fast and pray so that you can 
 forms a new heart within me. 

 Your powerful compassion for my weaknesses 
 leads me to ask for mercy 

 and await with great hope the 
 Easter joy you share with us. 



 Dates for your Calendar 
 Term 1, 2023 

 Monday 13th March  SCHOOL CLOSURE -  Labor Day 

 Wednesday 15th - Friday 

 17th March 

 Grade 6 Camp 

 Wednesday 15th March  NAPLAN - Wri�ng  Grade 3  and  Grade 5 

 Friday 17th March  Saint Patrick's Day - Come to school wearing GREEN 

 Week of 20th of March  All Grades  During the week of March 20th Hot Food  will be available 
 Details to follow 

 Tuesday 21st March  NAPLAN Reading  Grade 3  and  Grade 5 

 Wednesday 22nd March  NAPLAN Language Conven�ons  Grade 3  and  Grade 5 

 Thursday 23rd March  NAPLAN Numeracy  Grade 3  and  Grade 5 

 Thursday 23rd March 

 New Date 

 Parent Cyber Safety Mee�ng 7:00 to 8:30pm Details to follow 
 Compulsory for Grade 5 parents  , however all families  are welcome 
 Details to follow 

 Wednesday 29th March  Parish Prayers / Reconcilia�on at Emmaus Church 

 Thursday 30th March  Parish Prayers / Reconcilia�on at Sacred Heart Church 

 Tuesday 4th April  Easter Raffle Drawn 

 Wednesday 5th April 

 Rescheduled 

 Parent Cyber Safety Mee�ng 7:00 to 8:30pm Details to follow 
 Compulsory for Grade 5 parents  , however all families  are welcome 
 Details to follow  Rescheduled above 

 Thursday 6th April - 

 Last Day of Term 1 

 School Closure 
 Parent Teacher Interviews  -  Rescheduled to 11th May  - see le�er below 
 NORMAL SCHOOL DAY 

 Easter Celebra�ons  Thursday 6th April - Holy Thursday 
 Friday 7th April - Good Friday 
 Sunday 9th April - Easter Sunday 

 Term 2, 2023 

 Monday 24th April  School Closure 
 School preparing for whole school review/First Aid training 

 Tuesday 25th April  School Closure - ANZAC Day 

 Wednesday 26th April  Students Return - Term 2 

 Wednesday 26th April  Grade 6 Confirma�on  - Parent Engagement - 5pm - 6:30pm 
 Details to follow 



 Thursday 11th May  School Closure 
 Parent Teacher Interviews 

 Early Advice - Sacraments 2023 

 Sunday 21st May  Grade 6 Confirma�on, Emmaus Church 1:30pm and 3:30pm 

 Saturday 19th August  Grade 4, First Communion, Emmaus Church 11:30am and 1:30pm 

 Wednesday 11th October  Grade 3 Reconcilia�on, Emmaus Church 5pm and 6:30pm 

 Lost property 

 Please check lost property baskets. A number of items have been si�ng in the baskets since the 
 beginning of the year. Items must be collected before Friday 17th March. 

 Second Hand Uniform - SALES 

 Tables will have used uniforms for sale next  Friday  17th March  . 
 Before school from 8:30am - 9:00am and A�er School 3:00 pm - 3:30 pm. Outside school hall. 

 There is no set price however we ask for a reasonable dona�on for items taken. 

 Easter Raffle Dona�ons 
 Thank you to the families who have already donated for the Easter Raffle, we appreciate your support. Raffle �ckets 
 went home Thursday Evening - $5 for 10 �ckets, all money raised goes towards purchasing items for the school and 

 students. Please ensure all  �ckets are returned back  to the school by  Friday 31st March  . It’s very important that you 
 place your name and number on each �cket.  Raffle will be drawn on Tuesday 4 April. 

 Gathering for Lenten Prayer 
 As a Cana School Community we are offering parents / guardians the opportunity to gather together as a faith 

 community for 15 mins to share in a Lenten Prayer in prepara�on of our Lord this coming Easter. 
 This prayer session will be held on Fridays in our hall from  8:45am - 8:55 am  on the following days: 

 Friday 17th March 
 Friday 24th March 
 Friday 31st March 

 Wednesday 5th April 

 These sessions will be led by Carmen Bla� and Lina Vermeulen. 

 Enrolment 
 The Enrolment form is now available via the Cana Website for 2024. If you have a child star�ng prep next year, you can 

 now enrol them by filling out the enrolment form. All forms need to be submi�ed by  Tuesday 28th March at 3pm 



 Mass at Cana 

 Mass at Cana is celebrated in year levels and occasionally on Holy Days of Obliga�on we will have 
 whole school masses as we come together as a community to celebrate the Eucharist. 

 Below are the masses for Term 1. Hopefully you can join us. 

 Thursday 30th 
 March 2pm 

 2J  are preparing mass all grade Prep, one and two parents are invited to to 
 attend the liturgy and celebrate the eucharist together. 

 Tuesday 4th April 
 2pm 

 Holy Week paraliturgy. All parents are invited to attend and be prayerful in this 
 important week as we act out the Stations of the Cross. 

 St Patrick 

 St Patrick is the Patron Saint of Ireland. 

 His feast day is on 17  th  March. 

 St Patrick loved God so much that he taught us how to pray, using the 
 shamrock – it is a three-leaf clover to teach us about the Father, Son and 

 Holy Spirit. On his feast day we wear GREEN to remember what St Patrick 
 did for the people of Ireland and around the world. 

 Students on Friday 17  th  March can come to school wearing GREEN. This 
 can be a t-shirt, ribbon, shorts or hairclips. Please NO colour green 

 hairspray. 



 School Advisory Council 

 The Cana School Advisory Council was established in 2022. This commi�ee provides a forum for 
 discussion and discernment, where parent voice and community perspec�ve are available to inform 
 and support the decisions made by the principal and the custodian of mission for the good of the 
 school and parish where students’ wellbeing and outcomes are paramount. 

 It is important that School Advisory Council members understand that their primary role is to provide 
 assistance and advice on school ma�ers to support the principal in the context of the MACS 
 governance arrangements. School Advisory Council do not have legal iden�ty and do not become 
 involved in the day to day management of the school. 

 The following are some examples of the many ways the School Advisory Council may support the 
 school and the principal: 

 ●  ar�cula�ng and enac�ng the school’s vision and mission 
 ●  promo�ng the school’s Catholic ethos and culture 
 ●  suppor�ng school policies as required 
 ●  giving advice to the principal on issues such as school improvement plans and enrolment 

 trends 
 ●  giving advice to the principal about the school master plan 
 ●  reports and discussions revolve around the 

 ○  Parish Life 
 ○  School Life 

 ●  School Management Financial updates. 

 Members Names from le� to right: Clara La�na, Clare Kheir, Trudy Milligan, Carmen Bla�, Zoltan 
 Szasz, Lina Vermeulen, Piotr Cichy, Liz Cutajar and Fr. Maurie Cooney. 

 One mee�ng is held each term. 

 I take this opportunity to thank each council member for their �me and commitment. Each member’s 
 voice is valued and much appreciated. 



 Plans for four new classrooms 

 I’m very excited to share with you the plans and design of the proposed new building. 



 Interschool Sports player of the week 
 Season 1, Round 2 

 Charlize Cunsolo 
 For scoring 10 goals in netball against Mackaller and showing great 

 sportsmanship. 



 Parents/Families, 

 Parents we all need to be in partnership and to always be respec�ul of each other during all 
 interac�ons - face to face or on social media. We are role models for our children and need to be 
 reflec�ve of our communica�ons and ac�ons. 

 If there are any concerns please see your child’s classroom teacher as the first point of contact. 

 Rationale 
 This Cana Catholic Primary School Parent Code of Conduct outlines the way in which our community requires all parents/carers 
 and family members to conduct themselves when visiting our school, and communicating with students, staff and other parents in 
 our school. 

 The Cana Catholic PS Parent Code of Conduct applies to all adults including parents, guardians, carers, step-parents, 
 grandparents, extended family while involved in activities or communication related to Cana Catholic Primary School. 

 The School Policy & Advisory Guide,  ‘Visitors in Schools’  requires all visitors to the school during school hours to sign a visitors’ 
 register located at the school office, so that their presence in the school is recorded for Child Safety reasons and in the event of an 
 emergency. (excluding Mass and Interschool Sports) 

 When at school and within the proximity of the school 
 Parents/Carers will: 

 ●  use courteous and acceptable language when communicating with their own children, other students, staff and other 
 parents/carers and members of the school community. There will be zero tolerance to any verbal or physical violence 
 towards others. 

 ●  value our diverse community and respect the rights and practices of individuals and their families. 

 ●  respect points of view that are different from their own. 

 ●  firstly, speak directly to the teacher with any concerns regarding incidents in the school. The teacher will then refer the 
 parent to appropriate staff if necessary. 

 ●  be mindful of the teacher’s time, when wanting to communicate with them. Make a time to meet that does not disrupt the 
 class unless there is a genuine emergency. 

 ●  listen respectfully, in the same manner required of students and staff when attending school assembly or informal/formal 
 meetings. 

 ●  provide appropriate parental supervision before the bell in the morning and in the afternoon (3.15pm onwards Monday, 
 Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday). 

 ●  remove their child from a situation that involves any form of violence and seek support from staff members. 

 ●  model positive behaviours in front of all students at all times, whether on school grounds or within the proximity of the 
 school. 

 ●  comply with the school onsite parking expectations, with road safety rules and parking signs when dropping off or picking 
 up their children to and from school. 

 ●  comply with the Cana Catholic PS Attendance Policy and to use the SkoolBag App.  (refer to Cana’s website). 

 ●  ensure that your child complies with the Cana’s School Uniform Policy (refer to Cana website). 

 ●  respect all Cana’s policies and procedures (refer to Cana’s website). 

 ●  Respect the privacy of teachers. 



 Unacceptable Behaviour 

 Parents/Carers will not: 

 ●  discipline a child who is not theirs or speak to a child who is not theirs about that child’s behaviour. This is the role of the 
 teaching staff. Being approached by an adult they do not know, can be distressing for children. Common sense would prevail 
 if safety was an issue. 

 ●  use offensive language  towards  their own children, students, staff and other parents/carers and members of the school 
 community when on school grounds or within the proximity of the school. 

 ●  interrupt or distract a teacher while classroom instruction or learning activities are underway. 

 ●  engage with staff, students or parents/carers in an aggressive manner regarding issues of a personal or school nature. 

 ●  engage in inappropriate physical contact with students, staff or other parents/carers. 

 ●  discriminate between or disrespect any member of our school community. 

 ●  disrupt the good order of the school by any means including: in person, via persons representing them or social media. 

 ●  Engage with a teacher about school matters outside the school environment. 

 When making a complaint 

 Parents have the right to raise issues and concerns related to the education/welfare of their child or other school matters. 

 There are a number of ways you can raise any concerns you have about your child. You can: 

 ●  write a note or email your child's teacher outlining your concerns 
 ●  make an appointment to speak on the phone or in person with the class teacher or Wellbeing Coordinator; ensuring that 

 you inform the school about the issue you wish to discuss 
 ●  consider speaking with the school's student wellbeing Coordinator/Leader if you feel that is appropriate 
 ●  arrange any meeting times or phone calls through the school office (this is more convenient for both you and your child's 

 teacher and does not interrupt teachers during the time they need to be with their students) 
 Remember that the class teacher together with others who may be involved, should be given a reasonable amount of time to take 
 the steps required to resolve or address your concerns. 

 Consequences of a Breach of Cana’s Parent Code of Conduct 
 Any parent, member of school staff or student may notify the Principal of a possible breach of the Cana  Parent Code of Conduct. 
 The Principal will investigate the complaint and if satisfied that a breach has occurred will: 

 ●  A meeting may be terminated at any time if there is a breach of conduct 

 ●  provide a first and final warning that a breach of the Cana Code of Conduct has occurred and that a further breach will not be 
 tolerated    

 ●  issue a trespass warning to the parent if the behaviour was one of an aggressive manner. If the behaviour continues, may 
 accelerate to a trespass notice prohibiting the parent from coming on school grounds for a designated period of time, 
 determined by the Principal or their representative in line with MACS and DET guidelines 

 Regular review 
 This document will be reviewed every year in consultations with parent representatives, and following significant incidents if they 
 occur. We will ensure that families have the opportunity to contribute. Where possible we do our best to work with local Aboriginal 
 communities, culturally and/or linguistically diverse communities and people with a disability. 





 Cana Bank Account 

 For EFT payments, please ensure you reference your  SURNAME  and your  6 – digit family ID 

 BSB: 083 347 

 Account: 563 101 059 

 Camps Sports and Excursion Fund Applica�ons 
 The  Camps,  Sports  and  Excursions  Fund  (CSEF)  provides  financial  support  to  eligible  families  so 
 students  can  a�end  school  camps,  outdoor  educa�on  and  spor�ng  programs,  as  well  as  incursions 
 and  excursions.  If  you  have  not  applied  for  CSEF  and  hold  a  currently  valid  Healthcare  Card,  or  if  you 
 have an exis�ng card and a new child is joining Cana, please let the office know. 







 Message from Fr. Maurie 
 Greetings to everyone! 

 It’s  been  a  busy  week  in  the  Parish  Office  again:  the  new  round  of  Thanksgiving  Envelopes  has  been  prepared, 
 however  we’ve  had  delays  with  AustraliaPost  –  we  have  been  assured  that  they  will  be  delivered  early  next  week.  No 
 such  problems  for  the  Direct  Debit  and  Credit  card  contributors  –  except  when  the  bank’s  computer  system  is 
 occasionally  ‘down’!  Renewed  appreciation  to  all  our  Parishioners  who  enable  the  Parish’s  financial  commitments  to 
 be fulfilled. 
 It  has  been  an  extended  process  to  complete  the  compliance  requirements  for  everyone  participating  in  Ministries.  It 
 was  a  great  response  –  201  Parishioners  have  indicated  that  they  will  be  participating  in  Ministry,  many  of  them  in 
 several  ministry  areas.  When  all  have  been  completed  we  will  be  in  the  position  of  gathering  groups  together  and 
 setting  rosters  in  place.  Thank  you  to  all  involved  for  your  patience  –  and  for  your  recognising  that  line  from  Pope 
 Francis  that  “the  lay  people  are  not  guests  in  the  Church:  you  are  as  much  part  of  the  Church  as  everyone.”  The 
 process has become more complex because of the requirements of the Archdiocese’s and Government regulations. 

 Pope  Francis  acknowledged  International  Women’s  Day  during  the  week:  “On  International  Women’s  Day,  I  think  of  all 
 women:  I  thank  them  for  their  commitment  to  building  a  more  humane  society  through  their  ability  to  grasp  reality  with 
 a  creative  eye  and  a  tender  heart.”  Pope  Francis  said  this  during  his  Wednesday  General  Audience  in  the  Vatican  on 
 March  8.  The  day  comes  as  Vatican  News  reports  that  in  the  10  years  of  Pope  Francis’  pontificate,  there  has  been  a 
 significant increase in the number of women working at the Vatican and women employed in senior positions. 
 See  an  attachment  with  this  email  (  Women  for  our  lives  of  faith  )  that  presents  timely  reminder  of  some  significant 
 women who stand tall in our tradition of faith. 

 Lent  continues.  Each  year  the  Season’s  first  two  Sunday  Gospel  Readings  are  always  ‘the  temptations  of  Jesus  in  the 
 wilderness’  and  ‘the  Transfiguration  of  Jesus’.  Then,  in  a  three-year  cycle,  the  Gospel  Readings  change  each  year. 
 With  this  weekend  coming  we  have  the  story  of  Jesus  and  the  Samaritan  woman  encountering  each  other  at  the  well 
 (John  4:5-42  ).  There  are  so  many  dimensions  to  the  story!  One  of  them  is  that  Jesus  presumes  the  goodness  in  the 
 woman’s  heart  and  spirt  even  though  outward  signs  may  not  indicate  that  at  first  glance.  Jesus  is  right,  and 
 discovering this with Jesus’ guidance the woman spreads the word about the goodness of Jesus. 
 Another  attachment  with  this  email  (  The  autumn  of  our  own  existence  )  reflects  on  this  ‘inner  goodness/grace/blessing’ 
 in  our  own  lives,  that  can  be  covered  over  just  as  the  green  of  summer  leaves  cover  up  the  rich  colours  of  autumn  that 
 are always there. 
 Our  twisted  willow  symbol  on  the  sanctuaries  of  our  churches  makes  a  similar  point,  as  what  previously  looked  like 
 dead branches are now showing out new growth, the potential for which was always there. 
 These  images  are  about  us,  of  course.  As  great  twentieth  century  theologian,  Karl  Rahner,  wrote  –  “Christ  has  come 
 into  our  lives;  the  Holy  Spirit  has  been  given  to  us;  the  redemption  has  happened:  the  art  is  to  discover  that  anew  and 
 become who we already are!” 

 One way of progressing in that is through the age-old discipline of fasting.  This is Pope Francis take on that: 
 FASTING IN LENT 
 Fast from hurting words and say kind words. 
 Fast from sadness and be filled with gratitude. 
 Fast from anger and be filled with patience. 
 Fast from pessimism and be filled with hope. 
 Fast from worries and trust in God. 
 Fast from complaints and contemplate simplicity. 
 Fast from pressures and be prayerful. 
 Fast from bitterness and fill your heart with joy. 
 Fast from selfishness and be compassionate to others. 
 Fast from grudges and be reconciled. 
 Fast from words and be silent so you can listen. 

 (Pope Francis based on an anonymous Latin prayer) 

 Blessings to all for the 3  rd  Week of Lent! 

 Maurie Cooney 

 (Parish Priest) 

https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cjhn#jhn004
https://crcstalbans.schoolzineplus.com/newsletter/article/781?skin=1















