


 Dates for your Calendar 
 Term 1 , 2024 

 Monday 19th - 21st  February  Grade 6 Camp 

 Monday 26th February  Grandparents for  Preps  and  New Families  to Cana 11:30am  - 12.30pm 
 (details below) 

 Monday 26th February  Enrolment School Tour 10am and 5pm 
 Monday 26th February  PFA Commi�ee Mee�ng 7pm 
 Tuesday 27th February  Enrolment School Tour 5pm 
 Wednesday 28th February  Enrolment School Tour 10am and 5pm 
 Monday 4th March  School Photos - Photo Packs will be sent out shortly 
 Wednesday 6th March  Enrolment Informa�on for 2025 Mee�ng 6:30pm Cana School Hall 
 Monday 11th March  Labour Day - No School 
 Wednesday 13th March  School Advisory Council Mee�ng - 6:00pm 
 Thursday 28th March  End of Term 1 - 1pm Finish 

 2024 Sacrament Dates 

 Grade 3 - First Reconcilia�on 
 Family Evening Cana School Hall - Tuesday 28th May 5pm & 6pm session 
 Sacrament Evenings - Tuesday 4th June 5pm  (3T)  & 6:30pm  (3B)  session 
 Thursday 6th June - 5pm  (3M)  session 

 Grade 4 - Holy Communion 
 Family Evening - Tuesday 16th July 5pm & 6pm session 
 Sacrament Day - Saturday 27th July 11:30am  (4S)  & 1:00pm  (4C)  session 

 Grade 6 - Confirma�on 
 Family Evening - Tuesday 16th April 5pm & 6pm Session 
 Sacrament Day - Sunday 28th April 1:30pm  (6G)  & 3:30pm  (6S)  session 

 NO PARKING WITHIN CONSTRUCTION AREA 

 At Cana we have contractors building our new classrooms, the plan is for them to be ready and 
 available for our 2025 students. At �mes the side gates to Cana will be open to allow for trucks and 
 members of the construc�on team to enter. We have no�ced a few parents parking in this area. It is 
 not authorised  for parents / carers to park within these gates as it can be a security risk, can you please 
 also inform your family / friends who are authorised to pick-up your children. 



 Parents/Families, 

 Parents we all need to be in partnership and to always be respec�ul of each other during 
 all interac�ons - face to face or on social media. We are role models for our children and 
 need to be reflec�ve of our communica�ons and ac�ons. 

 If there are any concerns please see your child’s classroom teacher as the first point of 
 contact, or you can contact the Principal on  principal@canahillside.catholic.edu.au 

 Child Safety Code of Conduct 
 Safeguarding Children and Young People Code of Conduct 

 Acceptable behaviours 
 All MACS Board members, MACS Board commi�ee members, School Advisory Council members, the 
 Principal and all our other staff, volunteers, contractors, parent community and clergy at Cana are 
 responsible for suppor�ng the safety of children by: 

 ·  adhering to the school’s child-safe policy  and upholding the school’s statement of commitment to 
 child safety, at all �mes 

 ·  taking all reasonable steps to protect children  from abuse 
 ·  trea�ng everyone in the school community  with respect 
 ·  taking into account the needs of all children  and students 
 ·  listening and responding to the views and  concerns of children – par�cularly if they are telling you 

 that they or another child has been abused or that they are worried about their safety/the safety of 
 another child 

 ·  promo�ng the cultural safety, par�cipa�on  and empowerment of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
 Islander children (for example, by never ques�oning an Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander child’s 
 self-iden�fica�on) 

 ·  promo�ng the cultural safety, par�cipa�on  and empowerment of children with culturally and 
 linguis�cally diverse backgrounds (for example, by having a zero-tolerance for discrimina�on) 

 ·  promo�ng the safety, par�cipa�on and  empowerment of children with a disability (for example, 
 during personal care ac�vi�es) 

 ·  ensuring as far as prac�cable that adults  are not alone with a child 
 ·  repor�ng any allega�ons of child abuse  to the school’s leadership (or child safety officer if the 

 school has appointed someone to this role) 
 ·  understanding and complying with all repor�ng  obliga�ons as they relate to mandatory repor�ng 

 and repor�ng under the  Crimes Act 1958  (Vic.) 
 ·  understanding and complying with all obliga�ons  as they relate to the reportable conduct scheme 

 including repor�ng allega�ons of reportable conduct in accordance with the school’s reportable 
 conduct policy 

 ·  repor�ng any child safety concerns to the  school’s leadership (or child safety officer if the school has 
 appointed someone to this role) 

 ·  ensuring as quickly as possible that the  child is safe if an allega�on of child abuse is made 
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 ·  repor�ng to the Victorian Ins�tute of Teaching (VIT) any charges, commi�als for trial or convic�ons 
 in rela�on to a sexual  offence  by a registered teacher, or specific allega�ons or concerns about a 
 registered teacher 

 ·  ensuring they comply with any and all applicable  professional or occupa�onal codes of conduct. 

 Unacceptable behaviours 
 All MACS Board members, MACS Board commi�ee members, School Advisory Council members, the 
 Principal and all our other staff, volunteers, contractors and clergy at Cana must not: 

 ·  ignore or disregard any suspected or disclosed  child abuse. This includes but not limited to – 
 physical / mental abuse, neglect and any form of maltreatment by an adult which is threatening to a 
 child. 

 ·  develop any special rela�onships with children  that could be seen as favouri�sm (for example, the 
 offering of gi�s or special treatment for specific children) 

 ·  exhibit behaviours with children which may  be construed as unnecessarily physical (for example, 
 inappropriate si�ng on laps) 

 ·  put children at risk of abuse (for example,  by locking doors) 
 ·  ini�ate unnecessary physical contact with  children or do things of a personal nature that a child can 

 do for themselves (for example, toile�ng or changing clothes) 
 ·  engage in open discussions of a mature or  adult nature in the presence of children (for example, 

 personal social ac�vi�es) 
 ·  use inappropriate language in the presence  of children 
 ·  express personal views on cultures, race  or sexuality in the presence of children 
 ·  discriminate against any child, including  because of age, gender, race, culture, vulnerability, 

 sexuality, ethnicity or disability 
 ·  work with children while under the influence  of alcohol or illegal drugs 
 ·  have contact with a child or their family  outside school without the school leadership’s or child 

 safety officer’s (if the school has appointed someone to this role) knowledge and/or consent or the 
 school governing authority’s approval (for example, unauthorised a�er-hours tutoring, private 
 instrumental/other lessons or sport coaching); accidental contact, such as seeing people in the 
 street, is appropriate 

 ·  have any online contact with a child (including  by social media, email, instant messaging) or their 
 family unless necessary (for example, providing families with eNewsle�ers or assis�ng students with 
 their schoolwork) 

 ·  use any personal communica�on channels/devices  such as a personal email account 
 ·  exchange personal contact details such as  phone numbers, social networking sites or email 

 addresses 
 ·  photograph or video a child without the  consent of the parents, guardians or carers 
 ·  consume alcohol or drugs at school or at  school events in the presence of children. 



 Cana 2024 Leaders and Sports Captains 
 SCHOOL LEADERS 

 Lucas Jose (6S) 

 Paolo Tartaglia (6S) 

 Milania Chiodo (6G) 

 Olivia Merceica (6S) 

 SPORTS CAPTAINS 

 RED  GREEN  YELLOW  BLUE 

 Isabella Giampiccolo (6G)  Ivan Maric 
 (6G) 

 Cohen Thewma 
 (6G) 

 Charlize Cunsolo 
 (6S) 

 Leah Rupa (6S)  Grace Nemah 
 (6G) 

 Addison Hayden 
 (6S) 

 Cooper Shein (6S) 

 MARY MACKILLOP LEADERS 

 Natasha Wolosz (6S) 

 Abel Joseph (6G) 

 Amelia Grillo (6G) 



 This week your child received a brochure for Book Club. Cana is no longer accep�ng 
 cash, all orders will need to be made directly online. If any payments have been made to 
 the school this will be returned to you via your child. 

 Informa�on on how to make payment can be found on the last page of the brochure or 
 by visi�ng the following link: 

 www.scholas�c.com.au/LOOP  or you can download the LOOP app. 

 School Crossing and Drop off Areas 

 Families please be mindful when dropping off your child/ren. Please ensure they are 
 dropped off in the allocated areas. It has been brought to our a�en�on that children 

 have been dropped off blocking the school crossing. Our crossing supervisor plays a very 
 important role in keeping our children safe, we need to ensure they are respected and 

 carry out their du�es in a safe manner. 

 Ice Cream Money 

 As we are trying to minimise classroom disrup�ons throughout the day, can you please 
 ensure that your child has ice-cream money before school, otherwise they can wait for 

 the following week. 

http://www.scholastic.com.au/LOOP
















 Ice-Cream sales will start again on Friday 9th February 2024 







 Message from Fr. Maurie 

 Greetings to all as the great Season of Lent opens before us! 
 Very  large  numbers  of  Parishioners  gathered  in  our  churches  on  Ash  Wednesday  to  get  the  Season 
 under  way.  If  you  couldn’t  make  it,  there  will  be  a  bowl  of  the  Ashes  in  front  of  the  altars  at  Masses  this 
 weekend:  come  and  take  some  before  or  after  Mass  to  mark  your  participation  in  the  journey  of  Lent  to 
 Easter.  Throughout  the  day  our  Schools  and  Colleges  broke  from  their  routines  for  prayer  and  sharing 
 in the Ashes. 
 It’s  a  great  Season  of  renewal,  which  we  will  then  celebrate  together  in  Holy  Week  and  Easter.  We  are 
 people  of  faith,  aren’t  we,  but  not  completely  yet.  We  know  Jesus  Christ,  but  not  altogether  yet.  We  live 
 in  the  way  of  the  gospels,  but  not  perfectly  yet.  The  Season  of  Lent  focuses  us  on  the  incompleteness 
 of  our  lives  of  faith,  with  the  invitation  to  continue  to  grow  in  faith,  in  knowledge  of  the  Lord,  and  in 
 action  for  the  sake  of  the  gospel  of  Christ.  We  can  achieve  all  this  because  the  grace  of  Christ  will  be 
 renewed in us. 
 Although  Lent  can  often  seem  as  if  ‘it’s  all  up  to  us’,  the  centre  of  it  is  that  God  has  shared  God’s  own 
 life  with  us!  In  his  Ash  Wednesday  Mass  Pope  Francis  laid  out  the  challenge  to  us  to  take  some  time  to 
 acknowledge  that  reality  of  our  faith  even  amidst  a  world  that  doesn’t  easily  afford  us  quiet  times, 
 personal,  private  times.  ‘Go  into  yourself’  he  calls,  ‘come  to  know  God  in  your  life  more!’  Points  from  his 
 Homily are attached with this email as an attachment. 
 That  approach  doesn’t  let  us  off  the  hook,  however.  I  noticed  during  the  week  some  words  from  Pope 
 St Leo the Great (Pope 440-461): 
 These  forty  days  should  be  given  over  to  fasting  which  means  not  simply  a  reduction  in  our  food  but  the 
 elimination  of  our  evil  habits.  To  these  sensible  and  holy  fasts  we  should  link  almsgiving  which  under 
 the  one  name  of  mercy  covers  a  multitude  of  praiseworthy  deeds  of  charity.  Thus  all  the  faithful,  even 
 although  unequal  to  one  another  in  their  worldly  possessions,  should  be  equal  in  the  drive  of  their 
 spiritual  lives.  It  is  our  duty  to  love  both  God  and  those  around  us  and,  however  we  may  be  hindered  in 
 other ways, we are always sufficiently free to wish well to others. 

 His  mentioning  ‘forty’  is  a  reminder  of  those  other  great  renewal  works  of  God’s  over  periods  of  ‘forty’  – 
 the  Flood  after  which  Creation  began  anew,  the  years  in  the  desert  after  which  the  new  Promised  Land 
 was  reached,  Jesus’  forty  days  of  fast  after  which  his  new  form  of  ministry  began.  And  now  our  entering 
 our ‘forty’ – the Season of Lent. 
 Remember  that  an  extra  opportunity  for  prayer  together  is  the  Stations  of  the  Cross  each  Friday  night 
 of Lent in Sacred Heart church at 7.15pm. 
 What  a  great  response  Parishioners  gave  to  our  Baptism  Team’s  presentation  at  Masses  last  weekend 
 of  their  Ministry  and  their  call  for  new  participants:  seven  Parishioners  spoke  with  Team  members  about 
 becoming  part  of  this  Ministry!  The  next  stage  is  an  informal  gathering  over  a  cuppa  together  for  an 
 overview  of  what’s  involved;  and  then  sitting  in  on  the  stages  of  the  Ministry  with  experienced  members 
 of the Team. 
 Our  Ministry  to  the  Sick  is  hosting  a  Parish  ‘Anointing  Mass’  next  Friday,  23  rd  February,  at  10.30  in 
 Sacred  Heart  church.  If  you  feel  you  could  benefit  from  this,  come  along.  If  you  or  someone  you  know 
 would  need  assistance  to  get  there,  let  the  Parish  Office  know  in  the  early  part  of  the  week  and  we’ll 
 organise for that. 
 Of  course  we  all  share  in  Ministry.  As  we  gather  on  weekends  we  are  encouraging  and  supporting  one 
 another’s  faith  with  our  presence  and  our  worship  together.  In  a  sense,  Lent  might  be  a  call  to  develop 
 in this sense of being important in the community of faith. 
 And  so  the  Season  of  Lent  has  begun.  It  is  a  journey  we  undertake  together,  with  one  another  and  with 
 God's  guiding  Spirit.  It  is  a  journey  during  which  we  will  be  asked  to  consider  how  we  are  people  of 
 faith,  and  to  be  humble  in  acknowledging  our  need  to  be  renewed  in  the  life  of  Christ.  Let  us  be  earnest 
 in  our  striving  for  Easter  renewal,  confident  in  God's  promises  of  forgiveness,  support,  encouragement, 
 and new life. 
 Prayers and blessings for the journey to Easter! 
 Maurie Cooney 
 (Parish Priest) 



 Pope at Ash Wednesday Mass: Jesus calls us to return to our heart this 
 Lent 

 By Christopher Wells (Vatican News) 

 At  the  beginning  of  Lent,  Jesus  invites  each  one  of  us  to  “go  into  our  inner  room,”  Pope  Francis  said  in 
 his homily for Mass on Ash Wednesday. 

 “Going  into  your  inner  room,”  explained  the  Pope,  “means  returning  to  the  heart...  going  from  without 
 to  within,  so  that  our  whole  life,  including  our  relationship  with  God,”  reflects  the  reality  of  our  inner 
 being. 

 The  Pope  said  that  Lent  offers  us  the  opportunity  to  “go  back”  to  our  authentic  selves,  removing  all  the 
 masks and illusions that we too often wear. 

 This,  he  said,  is  why  “in  a  spirit  of  prayer  and  humility,  we  receive  ashes  on  our  head"—the  ashes 
 remind  us  we  are  dust,  but  dust  that  is  loved  and  preserved  by  God:  “The  ashes  placed  on  our  head 
 invite  us  to  rediscover  the  secret  of  life”  and  allow  us  to  feel  ourselves  to  be  loved  by  God  “with  an 
 eternal love.” 

 Called to love our brothers and sisters 

 The  Pope  went  on  to  explain  that  the  recognition  that  we  are  loved  by  God  will  in  turn  help  us  to  see  that 
 we are called to love others in turn. 

 The  traditional  Lenten  practices  of  prayer,  fasting,  and  almsgiving,  he  said,  “are  not  mere  external 
 practices,” but “paths that lead to the heart, to the core of our Christian life.” 

 Hearing the voice of the Lord 

 Pope  Francis  invited  everyone  to  listen  to  the  voice  of  the  Lord  calling  us  to  “go  into  your  inner  room,” 
 to “return to your heart.” 

 Too  often,  he  said,  “we  find  ourselves  no  longer  having  an  inner  room,"  especially  in  a  world  where 
 everything  has  become  “social.”  But  it  is  precisely  in  the  secret  chamber  within  each  one  of  us  “that  the 
 Lord has descended in order to heal and cleanse you.” 

 “Let  us  enter  into  our  inner  chamber,”  Pope  Francis  pleaded.  “There  the  Lord  dwells,  there  our  frailty  is 
 accepted, and we are loved unconditionally.” 

 Return to God with all your heart 

 The Pope concluded his homily with the appeal, “Let us return to God with all our heart!” 

 He  encouraged  the  faithful  during  Lent  to  make  time  to  hear  the  voice  of  the  Lord  in  our  lives,  and  to 
 not be afraid “to strip ourselves of worldly trappings and to return to the heart, to what is essential.” 

 Finally,  Pope  Francis  said,  “Let  us  acknowledge  what  we  are:  loved  by  God  –  and  that,  thanks  to  Him, 
 we will be reborn from the ashes of sin to new life in Jesus Christ and in the Holy Spirit.” 






