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Term 2, Week 8, 2026

Principal’s News

Dear Families,

On Sunday we celebrated the Feast of Corpus Christi (the Body and Blood of Christ). We pray:

Dear Lord, As we celebrate the Feast of Corpus Christi, we thank you for the gift of your presence in
the Holy Eucharist. Just as the bread is broken and shared, help us to break down walls of division
and share your love with everyone we meet. Bless our school community, fill us with your grace, and
guide us to be your hands and feet in the world. Amen

School Reports: Semester 1 reports will be distributed on NForma on June 24th (last week of school).
This will be accompanied by a letter explaining the format of the reports. Students receive progression
points in various subject areas and a general comment. Students who are either 12 months below or
12 months above will also receive a more detailed written comment.

Staff News: We will farewell Sarah Adigun at the end of this term as she prepares for the birth of her
first child. Sarah will be missed by all here at school, however the school community is excited to
congratulate Sarah and Atticus as they begin their journey to parenthood. A happy, healthy baby is a
gift from God!

We welcome Alessia Butler to our staff who will replace Sarah as the Year 2 class teacher on Monday,
Thursday and Friday sharing with Alex O’Shea. Alessia is an experienced teacher who has most recently




worked at St. George Preca Primary School, and will visit Cana next week to meet the staff and her
new class. Please help her to feel welcome!

Concern about drop off/pick up arrangements: | remind the community to once again to be careful
and mindful in the mornings on Banchory Avenue. Please be patient, courteous and respectful to
fellow drivers and members of the school community. There is no need for excessive beeping or
swearing in front of children. The bays at the front of the school are not to be used for waiting and
parking- they are intended to be more of a drop off and pick up zone. Thank you.

Nationally Consistent Collection of Data (NCCD) - Each year, schools across Australia participate in the
Nationally Consistent Collection of Data (NCCD). During August 2026, our school will be involved in this
process, which helps schools and education authorities better understand and support students with a
disability. The NCCD does not involve any additional testing of students and all information is collected
in accordance with privacy requirements. Please see the end of this newsletter for further information
about the NCCD.

New school bucket style hats for summer and beanies for winter: PSW/The Uniform Group have
advised that new summer hats and winter beanies are not available on the website and in store. The
new style of summer hat has been introduced in response to parent/carer feedback.

There have been a number of staff and students unwell in the past week with cold/flu virus-like
symptoms. Please ensure that students stay at home and rest if they have any symptoms such as a
high temperature, wheeze-like cough and a runny or blocked nose. We are only at the beginning of the
winter months and we hope that everyone stays as well as possible.

Important Dates

Student Free days for the year:

Wednesday October 21st- Parent Teacher Interviews/Learning Progress Updates
Monday November 2nd- Staff Time in Lieu

Friday November 27th- Planning and Preparation for 2027

Wednesday December 16th- Staff Time in Lieu

Thursday December 17th- Staff Time in Lieu

Term Dates:

Term 1: Monday February 2nd- Thursday April 2nd 2026- Students finish at 1pm
Term 2: Monday April 20th- Friday June 26th- Students finish at 1pm

Term 3: Monday July 13th- Friday September 18th- Students finish at 1pm

Term 4: Monday October 5th- Tuesday December 15th-Students finish at 1pm



https://psw.com.au/collections/cana-catholic-primary-school-hillside

Child Safety News

At our school, the safety, wellbeing, and protection of your children are
always our absolute top priorities. To ensure we are consistently upholding
the highest standards of care, our entire staff recently undertook
professional development to update their Mandatory Reporting
qualifications.

What is Mandatory Reporting?

Mandatory reporting is a legal requirement in education. It ensures that if

any staff member forms a reasonable belief that a child is at risk of harm or Everyone

neglect, they are legally obligated to report it to the appropriate child should feel safe
protection authorities. if you don't feel safe at school or anywhere

else — tell an adult you trust.

They will help you

While this has always been a standard practice, regulations and best viegovau/protect (O
practices evolve. This recent training refreshed our team on:

Everyone has the right to be
safe and protected from abuse

Early Detection: Identifying subtle signs and indicators that a child might need extra support or
protection.

Latest Legal Frameworks: Understanding updated guidelines and reporting procedures to ensure no
delay in protecting a child.

A Culture of Safety: Reaffirming our shared responsibility to look out for every single student under our
care.

Why This Matters

As teachers, our job goes far beyond academics. We are privileged to spend
every day with your children, and building a safe, secure, and nurturing
environment is essential for their learning and growth. Continuous training like
this ensures that our staff are highly vigilant, confident, and equipped to act
immediately and correctly whenever a child's safety is concerned.

If someone is making you feel unsafe or afraid
at school, home or anywhere else - tell an adult

you trust at your school. By keeping our qualifications up to date, we ensure that our school remains a

They will help you.

safe space where your children can learn, play, and thrive with peace of mind.

Curriculum News

English

Andrew McDonald the author of the Real Pigeons series, Hello Twigs and the picture book Now You Are A
Chicken, is delivering an Online Writing Workshop at the Melton City Council Writers session;

Wednesday, Jun 17, 4.00 pm — 5.00 pm for ages 7-12.

Bookings are required and can be made online at https://libraryevents.melton.vic.gov.au/.



https://libraryevents.melton.vic.gov.au/
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LITTLE WRITERS: ONLINE WRITING
WORKSHOP WITH ANDREW MCDONALD

Unleash your creativity in this fun, dynamic creative writing
workshop with Andrew McDonald, the author of the bestselling Real
Pigeons series!

Create your own adventurous plots, vivid settings and characters

who leap off the page. Enjoy lively writing activities and
experimenting with ideas with Andrew'’s writing toolbox.

WEDNESDAY 17 JUNE | 4PM TO 5PM | ONLINE

MELTON

Religious Education News

Social Justice News

As part of The Sacred Heart of Jesus we celebrate and commit to living out the love and compassion of Jesus,
we invite families to donate non-perishable food items to support those in need within our wider community.
Donations are still being collected until next Friday 19th June. Please refer to the poster for suggested donation
items. Your generosity is greatly appreciated and helps us put our faith into action.

Masses at Cana:

Please continue to join us at these Masses; you are most welcome, even on the days that your child’s grade
is not attending. Let us continue to be a community of faith, sharing in prayer, strengthening our
connections, and supporting one another in living out the Gospel values.

There have been some changes to Group A and Group B - masses below -please check the dates.

Group A PC, PH, 1M, 1S, 2C, 2N, 3C, 3W, 4K, 5M, 5V, 6G

Group B PJ, PT, 1R, 1T, 2A, 2M, 3M, 3§, 4G, 4§, 5W, 6S




Week Date Time Group in Class - Group Theme
TERM 2 the hall Leading Mass
10 Thursday 25 2:15pm Group A 3C/3W St John The
June Baptist
Week Date Time Group in Class - Group Theme
TERM 3 hall Leading Mass
2 Thursday 23™ 2:15pm Group A 1M/1S Grandparents Day
July (26™ July)
4 Thursday 6 2:15pm Group B Mary Mackillop Mary Mackillop
August Group Feast Day
(8th August)
6 Thursday 20" 2:15pm Group A PJ/PT Blessed Virgin
August Mary
(Holy Day of
Obligation 15"
August)
8 Thursday 3™ 2:15pm Group B 3M/3S Father’s Day
September
10 Thursday 17 2:15pm Group A 4K Called to Serve
September
Week Date Time Group in Class - Group Theme
TERM 4 hall Leading Mass
2 Thursday 15" 2:15pm Group A PC/PH Holy Guardian
October Angels
4 Thursday 29 2:15pm Group B 6S Month of the
October Rosary
6 Thursday 12 2:15pm Group A 5M/5V All Saints/Souls
November month
8 Thursday 26" 2:15pm ALL Groups 5W First Sunday of
November Advent
10 Tuesday 8" 2:15pm ALL Groups Mary MacKillop Advent / Christmas
December Liturgy (NO Group
MASS)
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Please bring in at
least 1food item to
your classroom!




Learning Diversity

What is the role of a PAEDIATRICIAN and how can they help?

A paediatrician is a medical doctor who specialises in the health, development, and
wellbeing of children and adolescents. They can help identify and assess a range of
factors that may be impacting a child's learning, behaviour, social interactions, or
emotional wellbeing.

Paediatricians may investigate concerns related to attention, learning difficulties,
developmental delays, autism, ADHD, anxiety, and other developmental or medical
conditions. They often gather information from parents, teachers, and allied health
professionals to develop a comprehensive understanding of a child's strengths and
needs.

In addition to providing assessments and
diagnoses, paediatricians can recommend
supports, therapies, and strategies that may
assist children both at home and at school.
They may also refer families to other
professionals such as psychologists, speech
pathologists, occupational therapists, or
physiotherapists when further support is
required.

For more information about the role of a
paediatrician and how they can potentially
support your child, please see the links
below:

e Raising Children Network — Evidence-based information on child development,
behaviour, learning, health, and wellbeing, including guidance on when and how
to access a paediatrician.

e Better Health Channel (Victoria) — Trusted health information for Victorian
families, including information about paediatricians and child health services.

e Royal Children's Hospital Melbourne — Resources and fact sheets on child
health, development, learning, and wellbeing.



https://raisingchildren.net.au/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/serviceprofiles/paediatrician-service
https://www.rch.org.au/kidsinfo/?utm_source=chatgpt.com

Physical Education News

No news this week!

News from the P and F Committee

Our Hot Chocolate and Pyjama Day fundraiser is coming up on June 16th- more details to come! Refer
to the note sent home earlier this week.

Don’t forget to place your orders for the Tony’s Pie Drive- last orders by Sunday June 14th!




Nationally Consistent Collection of Data & ?, NCCD
On School Students with Disability a8’ cmrmmmemee

June 2026

Dear parents, guardians and carers,

Every year, all schools in Australia participate in the Nationally Consistent Collection of Data on
School Students with Disability (NCCD). The NCCD process requires schools to identify
information already available in the school about supports provided to students with disability.
These relate to legislative requirements under the Disability Discrimination Act 1992 and the
Disability Standards for Education 2005, in line with the NCCD guidelines (2019).

Information provided about students to the Australian Government for the NCCD includes:
s year of schooling
o category of disability: physical, cognitive, sensory or social/emotional
» level of adjustment provided: support provided within quality differentiated teaching
practice, supplementary, substantial or extensive.

This information assists schools to:
» formally recognise the supports and adjustments provided to students with disability in
schools
» consider how they can strengthen the support of students with disability in schools
» develop shared practices so that they can review their learning programs in order to
improve educational outcomes for students with disability.

The NCCD provides state and federal governments with the information they need to plan more
broadly for the support of students with disability.

The NCCD will have no direct impact on your child and your child will not be involved in any testing
process. The school will provide data to the Australian Government in such a way that no
individual student will be able to be identified — the privacy and confidentiality of all students is
ensured. All information is protected by privacy laws that regulate the collection, storage and
disclosure of personal information. To find out more about these matters, please refer to the
Australian Government's Privacy Policy.

Please be advised that amendments were made to the Australian Education Act 2013 and
Australian Education Regulation 2013. Schools are required to inform parents if their child
has been included in the NCCD count. As schools are mandated to provide this information
to the government, parental consent is not required. If your child has been included in the
NCCD count for this year, you will be notified by a member of school leadership in Term 3,
2026.

Further information about the NCCD can be found on the NCCD Portal

If you have any questions about the NCCD, please contact the school.

Kind regards,

Alison Bretag

Principal
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Parents, Carers and Guardians

Nationally Consistent Collection of Data (NCCD) On School
Students with Disability

What is the Nationally Consistent Collection of Data?

Schools must now complete the Nationally Consistent Collection of Data on School Students with
Disability (NCCD) every year. It counts the number of students who receive additional adjustments
or “help” at school because of a disability. The NCCD helps governments plan for the needs of
students with disability.

Who is counted in the data collection?
To count a student in the NCCD, schools must think through some key questions:

1. Isthe student getting help at school so that they can take part in education on the same
basis as other students?

2. Isthe help given because of a disability? The word ‘disability’ comes from the Disability
Discrimination Act 1992 (DDA) and it can include many students.

3. Has the school talked to you or your child about the help that they provide?

4. Has the school kept records about the help they provide, the student needs and the reasons
that the student needs this help? The school will need to keep copies of tests, student
work, assessments, records of meetings, medical reports or other paperwork and
information about how the student’s learning is moving along over time.

Once the school decides that the student should be counted in the NCCD, they then choose a
disability group and one of four levels of help that has been given to the student.

What does the word ‘disability’ mean in the NCCD?

In the NCCD the word ‘disability’ comes from the Disability Discrimination Act 1992 (DDA). There
are four types of disability that the school can choose from: sensory, cognitive, social-emotional
and physical.

Many students that need help at school can be counted in the NCCD. For example, students with

learning problems, e.g. specific learning disability or reading difficulty (sometimes called dyslexia),
health problems (e.g. epilepsy or diabetes), physical disability (e.g. cerebral palsy), vision/hearing
loss and social-emotional problems (e.g. selective mutism, Autism Spectrum Disorder, anxiety).

Letters from doctors or specialists can be very helpful for schools as they plan how to support
students with their learning. Schools do not need to have these letters before they can count a

WCEA NCCD Information Sheet for Parents, Carers and Guardians Page | 1



student in NCCD. Teachers can use all that they know about the student’s learning and the records
that they have collected over time to decide if a student can be counted in the NCCD.

What sort of help does the school give students?

Students need different types of help at school. Some students need a little help sometimes while
other students need a lot of help nearly all the time. The type of help given depends on the needs
of the student. The help can include changes to the school buildings or grounds (e.g. ramps or
things like special desks or chairs), extra teacher help in classes, special learning programs, changes
to the work they give the student or extra adult help.

How will the NCCD be different this year?
All schools have been counting students in the NCCD since 2015. The government will use the
MNCCD data as part of the funding to schools.

What will the school need to know about my child for the NCCD?

Schools work together with families to understand the needs of each child. It is helpful if families
give their child’s teacher a copy of any letters or reports they have. The letters or reports will help
the school understand the child and the help that they might need. Letters from doctors,
psychologists, speech pathologists, doctor, and occupational therapists etc. can be very helpful for
schools. These reports along with information that the teacher has (i.e. school based tests, your
child’s work and learning plans) helps the school to understand and meet your child’s needs.

What happens to the NCCD data? Who will have the NCCD information?

Each school principal must check the NCCD data in August of each year. The school will give the
information to the Catholic Education Office. The school will work with the Catholic Education
Office to make sure that the NCCD data is OK before they give the data to the government. The
government will not be given the names of any students or any letters or records. Please ask your
school for their privacy policy if you need to know maore.

Does the school need me to agree with them about counting my child in the NCCD?

Amendments were made to the Australian Education Act 2013 and Australian Education Regulation
2013). Schools do not need you to agree to let them count a child in the NCCD. You cannot ask the
school not to count your child.

Where can | find out more?
Please contact your child’s school if you have further questions about the NCCD and/or refer to the
national NCCD Portal.

VCEA NCCD Information Sheet for Parents, Carers and Guardians Page | 2
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